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Silver Dawn 


1951 Posillipo Blue with Champagne Hide, 228,000mls. WFD307 
Silver Shadow 
1972 Silver Chalice Coachwork with Dark Blue Hide. LBD777 
Silver Shadow IT 
1978 Caribbean Blue with Beige Hide, 93,000kms. QKP316 
Silver Spirit 
1981 Ocean Blue Coachwork with Slate Hide, 76,500km PPS496 


1982 Ocean Blue Coachwork with Light Blue Hide, 34,600km PZY831 
1984 Royal Blue Coachwork with Dark Blue Hide, 163,000kms. AGY15F 


1986 Deep Ocean Coachwork with Beige Hide, 159,000kms. AFN38P 
Silver Spirit IT 

1992 Diamond Blue Silver Coachwork with Slate Hide, 55,600kms. 257(NT) 
Silver Spur IT 


1995 Silica Coachwork with Mushroom Hide, 119,000kms. RR1020(NT) 


Silver Seraph 
1999 Fountain Blue Coachwork with Cotswold Hide, 2,000kms. RR77(NT) 
1999 Royal Blue Coachwork with Barley Hide, 2,000kms. RR3309(NT) 
1999 Black Emerald Coachwork with Cotswold Hide, 500kms. RR888(NT) 


We also have a selection of Bentley motor cars. 


i 


a 


be 2 Rolls-Royce & Bentley 


Melbourne Rolls-Royce & Bentley Sydney Rolls-Royce & Bentley United Motors 
210 Kings Way, South Melbourne VIC 3025 46 Neild Avenue, Rushcutters Bay NSW 2011 21-29 West Terrace, Adelaide SA 5000 
Telephone: +61 3 9696 0888 LMCT 8654 Telephone: +61 2 9380 8188 Licence MD 16965 Telephone: +61 8 8212 1000 LMVD 105386 


BB3024 PRAEG 


PRA‘CLARVM 


The Federal Journal of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia. 


PRAECLARUM (ISSN 0159-4583) is published six times per year by 
the Federal Council of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia. Whilst 
every care is taken to check information published, no responsibility 
can be accepted for errors. Views expressed by the Editor and 
contributors are their awn and do not necessarily reflect the policies of 
tha Club. Nothing in this journal, including any advertisement, should 
be construed as endorsement by the Editor or the Club of the quality 
or suitability of any product, service or procedure 

Change of Address: Members should notify their Branch Secretary 
(addresses below), nofthe Editor, in the first instance to advise change 
of address or non-receipt of an issue. 

Contributions: Articles, letters and/or illustrations for publication 
should be sent to the Editor, address below. Articles should preferably 
be sentas text file on computer disc or E-mailed to editor@rroc.org.au, 
otherwise as typed hard copy. 


FEDERAL EXECUTIVE 


PRESIDENT: George Forbes, 
345-353 Clarendon St., Sth Melbourne, Vic. 3205 
03-9690- 1455 (w) 03-9593-1455 (h) 03-9696-2996 (FAX) 


SECRETARY: Kim Stapleton, 
P.O. Box 1578, Crows Nest, N.S.W. 2065. 
02-9978-7400 (w) 02-9398-6949 (h) 


TREASURER: Bryan Inder, 
65-69 Pittwater Road, Manly, N.S.W. 2095. 
02-9977-6442 (w) 02-9487-4 153 (h) 02-9977-0841 (FAX) 


SIR HENRY ROYCE FOUNDATION 
02-9231-4688. E-mail address: email@royce.org.au 


FEDERAL PUBLICATIONS 


PRAECLARUM EDITOR: Martin Bennett, 
‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra via Goulbum, 
N.S.W. 2580. 02-4829-7 140 (‘Phone/FAX) 


REGISTRAR (‘CHASSIS PLATE’): David Vann, 
6 Burgundy St., Carseldine, Qld. 4034. 
07-3263-8572 (h) 07-3865-3287 (w) 07-3865-4822 (FAX) 


MAILING LIST: lan Dunn, 
P.O. Box 163, Lyneham, A.C.T. 2602. 
02-6207-5455 (w) 02-6278-3763 (h) 02-6207-5468 (FAX) 


BRANCH SECRETARIES 


Australlan Capltal Territory: John Filler, 
P.O. Box 444, Belconnen, A.C.T. 2616. 
02-6288-5990 Email: Figaro@dynamite.com.au 


New South Wales: Judith Merlin, 
31A Terry Rd., Denistone, N.S.W. 2114. 
02-9808-3329 


Queensland: Wallace Moorhouse, 
7 Grant St., Ashgrove, Qld. 4060. 
07-3366-5043 


South Australia: Keith van der Pennen, 
P.O. Box 199, Willunga, S.A. 5172. 
08-8383-0393 


Victoria: Robin Hickman, 
P.O. Box 330, Vermont, Vic. 3133. 
03-9872-3233 Email: mail@rrocavictoria.org.au 


Western Australla: Basil Renolds, 
P.O. Box 590, Kalamunda, W.A. 6926. 
08-9450-4016 


SECTION CONTACTS 


Northern Territory: Kathy Preston, 
P.O. Box 1066, Palmerston, N.T. 0831. 
08-8983-1029 


Tasmania: Ivan Pearson, 
1710 Channel Highway, Margate, Tas. 7054. 
03-6267-2708 


No. 1-00. February, 2000 


REGULAR FEATURES 


Editorial 

From the Federal President 
Letters 

Market Place 


ARTICLES 
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The Editor looks at the new 
Rolls-Royce Corniche 


On sending one’s man to the Rolls-Royce 
School of Instruction 

Gavin Sandford-Morgan writes for our 

Glimpses into the Past series, on the 

discovery here of a 1925 notebook compiled 

by a chauffeur who attended the famous 

School of Instruction at Cricklewood 


The Tasmanian Discovery Tour 
Concluding Donald Eve’s vivid account of this 
ambitious and highly successful Tour 
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A pictorial feature on an ex-Samuel Hordern 
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Front Cover Photo: 


The oldest car on the Tasmanian Discovery Tour, 1934 Phantom II (80SK) owned by John 
& Sofija Virgo (S.A.) at the early 19th Century homestead of Woolmers Estate, near 
Longford, Tasmania. This handsome car, with coachwork by Arthur Mulliner of Nor- 
thampton, was exhibited on the coachbuilder's stand at the 1934 Olympia (London) Motor 
Show. Its presence on our front cover is a tribute to coachwork designer Bill Allen, whose 
Obituary appears in this issue. Photograph by Allan Simpson (N.S.W.). 
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PRAECLARVM 


FROM the EDITOR 


Tasmania Tour pictures 


Our last issue’s front cover photograph, 
quite apart from its obvious charm, 
addressed an earlier complaint that a Silver 
Cloud I! has never featured on the front 
cover of PRAECLARUM. 

Unfortunately, the photograph used did 
not show the colour scheme of LCB56 at all 
well. The fine quality, highly polished finish 
of the car picks up the colours of its sur- 
roundings to an extent that renders it quite 
difficult to photograph. The paint colours 
are Black above the waistline and Royal 
Claret below (and on the bonnet top). 
These, of course, are the colours of HM The 
Queen’s Rolls-Royce cars, and were 
chosen by owner Allan Simpson as being 
most appropriate for so stately a motor car. 

Some of the other pictures in Part 1 of 
the Tasmanian Discovery Tour article were 
very sloppily cropped by our printers. A truly 
appalling incidence of this was on p.3462 
(top), where Victoria Branch President 
Theo Nelson was lopped out of the picture 
completely, along with significant chunks of 
Ted Hauser's delightful Bentley, while 
readers could be forgiven for believing that 
the lower picture on the same page had 
been taken on the sinking Titanic. As 
ultimate responsibility rests with me, | 
apologise to members whose cars and per- 
sons were so mercilessly truncated. By way 
of recompense, the most savagely cropped 
of these pictures is reproduced correctly on 
this page (above right). 


fx 
as 


From left to right: Theo Nelson (Victoria Branch 


President), his wife Edith, and fellow Victorians 


Ted & Patricia Hauser with the Hausers’ 1936 Bentley 3V2 Litre Park Ward drophead coupé 
(B219FC) on the Tasmanian Discovery Tour, as they should have appeared in P.6-99. Photo by 


Allan Simpson (N.S.W.). 


The story of the Tasmanian Tour con- 
cludes in this issue, with proper attention to 
appropriate picture cropping. 


The century's worst? 


The London Daily Telegraph recently 
listed the “100 worst cars of the century” 
(again reinforcing the rather nonsensical 
notion that the 20th century has ended). 

Two Rolls-Royce cars made the grade. 
The first to be singled out was the Cam- 
argue (entirely, and in my view rather un- 


Lloyd Missen (N.S.W.) sent this study of Mick Rust and Glenice Matthews (W.A.) at last year's 
Federal Rally in 61WJ, their enthusiasm not dampened, even if the Phantom II was, by the rain 


that fell on Concours day. 


fairly, on the basis of its styling). The other 
was the Silver Seraph, on which the 
Telegraph commented “What should be a 
dream ticket lacks space, grace and charm 
— Messrs Rolls and Royce would have 
cringed”. Oh dear. 


Unwanted at home 


Another sad fact to emerge from the 
whole sorry saga of the sale of Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd is that whereas the home 
market had always been by far the largest 
market for Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor 
cars, traditionally hovering around 50% of 
the total, sales there have slipped to such a 
derisory level that cars are now built for the 
U.K. market on a receipt of order basis only. 
In fact, the latest figures published by 
Crewe reveal a further 31% reduction in 
U.K. sales, when the company had pre- 
dicted a recovery from the “temporary” set- 
back caused by the “uncertainty” of the 
company sale process. This cannot be 
blamed on economic circumstances when 
the economy and sales of cars in general in 
the U.K. are positively booming. A glance 
at the advertising of U.K. Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley franchises suggests that most are 
now concentrating on sales and service of 
pre-1998 models. 

One fears for the future of marques of 
which sales are plummeting in their home 
country. The causes of the marques’ declin- 
ing acceptability on their own turf are crystal 
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clear — foreign ownership which has 
diminished the perception of Britishness 
thatis utterly central to the marques’ special 
cachet, and the use of BMW engines (in the 
two ‘basic’ models) which has comprom- 
ised the traditional view of these cars as 
embodying special, unique engineering 
that cannot be had in lesser makes. Also, 
the impending separation of two historically 
inseparable marques cannot be helping, 
though VW boss Ferdinand Piéch has been 
quoted as saying that his company hopes 
to make a deal to keep the Rolls-Royce 
marque. Even if the splitting of the marques 
can be avoided, the foreign ownership 
issue would remain unresolved. Now if only 
Rolls-Royce Plc could be pursuaded to buy 
back its old Motor Car Division ... 

in the meantime, we in the Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley club movement have good 
cause to be smug. No matter how many 
millions of pounds this German company or 
that pays for the Crewe company or the 
rights to the Rolls-Royce name, itis we who 
hold the true, authentic, tangible history of 
the Rolls-Royce motor car. 


Vale 


lt was with great sadness that | heard 
the news that Bill Allen (Aln) passed away 
over the Christmas period. Bill's career in 
coachwork styling was brought vividly to life 
in his autobiographical article Recollections 
of Styling 1928-1977 that appeared in 
PRAECLARUM 6-96. Without the work of 
Bill's life many of the cars our members use 
and enjoy would have looked quite dif- 
ferent. 

| feel privileged to have met Bill and to 
have corresponded with him for a time. As 
befits his vital role in the history of our great 
marques, he was a true gentleman. 

Also passed away during 1999: 
Tony Purchase (on March 28th), who was 
one of our Founder Members, was very 
proud of his N.S.W. Branch membership 
card No. 4 and was an R-R man to the last; 
Blanche (‘Grannie’) Brown (on May 20th) 
famous for her driving of 1928 Phantom | 
101FH in several Ampol Round Australia 
car trials; 
W. Roger Cra’ster (Cr), who was in charge 
of export sales at Conduit Street as well as 
being the Company's representative in 
dealings with the Royal Family and foreign 
heads of state. 


PRAECLARUM back-issues 


Members are reminded that the supply 
of PRAECLARUM back-issues is now inthe 
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SSS 


Nick Lang (' Vie. ) sent this fine 


shot of BC12A, 


the 12th production Bentley Continental, taken 


after completion of a restoration by R.A. McDermott & Co. for owner Bruce Terry (Vic.). The 
coachwork is, of course, the sleek and beguiling H.J. Mulliner ‘fastback’ sports saloon as fitted 
to the majority of this model. BC12A embodies all of the essential elements of the original Bentley 
Continental, such as lightweight bucket seats and special lightweight bumpers. 


hands of the Sir Henry Royce Foundation. 
Details of availability and prices of back- 

issues are available from David Vann on 

one of the following numbers: 

07-3263-8572 (h) 

07-3865-3287 (w) 

07-3865-4822 (FAX) 


Rolls-Royce caravanning 


Following the photograph and letter in 
P.6-99 on touring Australia by Rolls-Royce 
and caravan, Roger Thiedeman sent the 
photograph below which he found in Tour- 
ing Caravans, by Jon Pressnell (Shire 
Album No. 267, Shire Publications, Buck- 
inghamshire). The idyllic 1930s scene 
shows a Phantom || Continental saloon with 


a 1934 Car Cruiser 15 foot Model 4 four- 
berth caravan built of “steam-exploded, 
hard-pressed fibre” (!). 

Unfortunately, the registration number 
does not show up sufficiently clearly to be 
of any help in identifying the car. However, 
some subtle clues suggest Barker as the 
likely coachbuilder. 

Reading about this caravan it crossed 
my mind how fortunate it is that the coach- 
builders whose lovely creations graced 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley chassis did not 
adopt “steam-exploded, hard-pressed 
fibre” construction, or we might not now be 
enjoying the high survival rate of these 
cars! 

Martin Bennett 


Phantom II Continental and 1934 caravan. The unidentified car sports a ‘kneeling’ type Spirit of 
Ecstasy, which had only just been introduced in 1934 with rakish coachwork of this type 
Particularly in mind. See Rolls-Royce caravaning this page. 
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OBITUARY 


W.G. (Bill) Allen 
1912-1999 


Bill Allen, a long-serving member of the Rolls-Royce styling 
team, died on December 23rd, 1999. He was 87. 

Bill began his career styling motor cars in 1928 when he was 
16. Accompanied by his father he attended an interview with 
Arthur Mulliner Ltd, the respected high class coachbuilder in 
his home town of Northampton. Then a pupil at Towcester 
Grammar School, Bill Allen was offered a premium appren- 
ticeship in the drawing office ata salary of ten shillings per week. 
His apprenticeship must have been a wholly enjoyable and 
stimulating experience as Bill soon resolved that coachbuilding 
would be his career. 

An association with Rolls-Royce products began early in 
Bill’s apprenticeship when he was involved with car bodies 
ordered for such models as the Phantom II and 20/25. Part of his 
education in coachbuilding extended to designing the side 
profiles of complete cars so as to arrive at ‘a good line’ and 
‘balanced proportions’. 

In 1932 Bill was invited to become a graduate of the Institute 
of British Carriage and Automobile Manufacturers (IBCAM). 
It was through IBCAM that Bill joined the Rover Company in 
January 1934, staying there until August 1935 when he took up 
an appointment with Rolls-Royce Ltd at Derby. Initially it had 
been Bill’s desire to join a London coachbuilder but an interview 
with H.LF. Evernden (Ev) changed all that. Ev chose Bill to 
work with him as a designer at Nightingale Road. 

In 1937 Rolls-Royce Ltd purchased Duffield Bank House as 
a guest house for directors and VIP visitors to the Company. It 
was there, soon after the Company took possession of the 
property, that Bill, along with a small and very select team, was 
invited to work under the direction of A.G. Elliot (E), Chief 
Designer, and W.A. Robotham (Rm), Chief of Motor Car 
Experimental. It was a special assignment with which Bill was 
involved: E and Rm had returned from the U.S.A. where they 
had studied motor car design and the American motor industry, 
and needed to write a report away from Nightingale Road. It was 
Bill’s task to prepare the drawings accompanying the detailed 
report, part of which was a study in chassis rationalisation in 
respect of future models. 

One of the models to emerge from the rationalised chassis 
programme in which Bill was engaged had a straight-eight 
engine and Park Ward limousine body and was known within 
the Company as ‘Big Bertha’, the forerunner of the Phantom IV. 
When war broke out most of this work closed down and the 
design department was outposted to Clan Foundry, near Belper 
in Derbyshire, remaining there until September 1951. 

When car production resumed in 1946, not at Derby but at 


Pym’s Lane in Crewe in what had been a war-time ‘Shadow 
Factory’, Bill was employed under the direction of Ev on the 
design of the all-steel standard saloon body. During the early 
post-war years Bill experimented with the use of plasticine to 
make quarter-size models of the Bentley Mk VI and Silver 
Wraith front ends. This was one of the earliest uses of modelling 
as an aid to drawings within Rolls-Royce and it was during this 
period that Bill was moved to design a modelling table to 
facilitate such practice. That modelling table together with its 
unique measuring bridge is still used at Crewe today. Later, a 
brown coloured wax as used by the American car industry 
replaced plasticine as the preferred modelling medium. 

It was at Clan Foundry where Bill was preoccupied with the 
design of a very special limousine for Princess Elizabeth and the 
Duke of Edinburgh. This was the first of the Phantom IV series, 
4AF2, H.J. Mulliner & Co. having been commissioned to supply 
the coachwork. Thereafter three Phantom IVs were prepared for 
General Franco, two of which were limousines specified with 
bullet-proof armour and glass. Bill was actively concerned with 
the protection the limousines afforded, an aspect of design he 
found completely absorbing inasmuch as long range target 
shooting was one of his hobbies. 

When John Blatchley (JPB) was appointed Chief Stylist at 
Rolls-Royce on the retirement of Ev in 1951, Bill Allen became 
his deputy. Work on a new standard saloon, which emerged in 
1955 as the Silver Cloud and Bentley ‘S’, immediately became 
a priority. Under JPB’s authority Bill was much immersed in the 
project which was highly significant in that the exterior shape 
was modelled in wax, similar to American methods. Bill also 
had a considerable input with the long wheelbase models and 
the Silver Cloud II & Bentley S3. 


Continued following page 


Bill Allen 


Continued from previous page 


The new generation of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, the Silver Shadow and 
Bentley ‘T’, were so highly innovative that 
when first viewed in 1965 they were con- 
sidered quite radical. They were the first 
R-R models to adopt unitary construction 
and such advanced features as self- 
levelling suspension. Styled in the modern 
idiom these cars appealed to a younger but 
nonetheless demanding clientele and were 
designed to be built in far greater numbers 
than had previously been the case. As 
JPB’s deputy, Bill Allen was of course 
highly involved with the development of 
the Silver Shadow’s styling, and is par- 
ticularly associated with the two-door 
derivatives (later named Corniche), for 
which he single-handedly made the wax 
model from which he then prepared the 
working drawings. 

The Silver Shadow and derivatives 
were amongst the last cars with which Bill 
was involved before his retirement in 
1977. He did, however, carry out some 
preparatory and experimental work on a 
proposed replacement for the Phantom VI, 
as well as being involved in the early styl- 
ing work for the Silver Spirit. 

In retirement Bill led a full and busy 
life; whilst always passionately interested 
in the affairs at Rolls-Royce and the cars 
produced by the Company, he was also a 
stalwart member of the Retired Employees 
Association. He was also deeply interested 
in the railway industry and its history, and 
actively participated in local railway 
societies’ events. Bill was also a prominent 
member of the Probus Club and attended 
meetings whenever possible. 

In 1996 Bill was made an Honorary 
Life Member of the Rolls-Royce Enthus- 
iasts’ Club and was present at a special 
function held at the Hunt House when he 
was reunited with John Blatchley and 
Martin Bourne, his colleagues in the Styl- 
ing Department. 

Barbara, Bill’s wife, survives him, and 
it is to her and her family that we convey 
our condolences. 

Malcolm Bobbitt 
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A new Corniche 
By Martin Bennett 


In January Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
Motor Cars Ltd announced a new Rolls- 
Royce convertible. The press release 
assures us that “In this first week of the 
new century, the new millennium, 
comes an announcement of a new con- 
vertible that is perhaps the most 
gloriously stylish and undoubtedly the 
most exclusive Rolls-Royce motor car 
ever made — the incomparable 
Corniche”, revealing that even Rolls- 
Royce has fallen in with the math- 
ematically absurd notion, so shoved 
down our throats of late, that 2000 is 
something other than the last year of 
the current century (and millennium). 

The press release also tells us that 
“It will not be lost upon the Rolls-Royce 
fraternity that it carries the evocative 
echo of the first classic convertible built 
more than a quarter of a century ago at 
Crewe”, which seems to have over- 
looked the fact that the original 
Corniche was not built at Crewe, but 
was a product of the Mulliner Park 
Ward London coachbuilding division. 
Only the mechanical components were 
built at Crewe, not the whole car, until 
MPW was closed down and abandoned 


Photographs © Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motor Cars Ltd 


Despite the family resemblance to the Silver 
Seraph, the new Rolls-Royce Corniche is 
much more closely related to the previous 
model family, being based on the old 
‘chassis’ and powered by the genuine Rolls- 
Royce V-8 engine. 


in the Company contraction brought 
about by the early 1990s recession. 

If these oversights are disappoint- 
ing, it is fair to say that the new con- 
vertible itself is not. In fact, it is rather 
stunning. It could scarcely be other- 
wise, being so obviously derived from 
the legendary Bentley Azure. It also 
marks the return of the genuine Rolls- 
Royce V-8 engine (in ‘light pressure’ 
turbocharged guise) to the Rolls-Royce 
car, enhancing perceptions of the new 
Corniche as a true Rolls-Royce. Even 
the front and rear end styling — 
straight from the BMW-powered Silver 
Seraph — works very well. 

Indeed, this Corniche will almost 
certainly be the last car to qualify as a 
true Rolls-Royce, and must be seen as 
a kind of ‘last fling’ for the marque. In 
less than three years BMW is sched- 
uled to take over design and manu- 
facture of “Rolls-Royce” cars, leaving 
the company at Crewe with the Bentley 
marque only. This reality is acknow- 
ledged in the above mentioned press 
release from Crewe, in which the future 
of the Rolls-Royce marque is candidly 
described as “hauntingly uncertain”. > 
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FROM the FEDERAL PRESIDENT 


Queensland Travels 


The President of our Queensland 
Branch, Fred Haughtey, kindly invited 
Fiona and | to attend the Christmas Party of 
their Branch last December and what a 
party it was. Bill & Pat Heck invited the 
Branch to their gracious home and grounds 
at Woongoolba, where some 53 members 
and guests delighted in glorious Queens- 
land weather. 

The party took the form of a poolside 
luncheon catered for in style by the Windroo 
Country Club. Superbly presented chefs 
headed a tasty and colourful smorgasbord 
of tropical treasures. Spot on cue at the 
conclusion of delightful fruity desserts, the 
unmistakable sound of a Rolls-Royce Mer- 
lin engined Spitfire roused the gathering by 
flying along the driveway adjacent the 
luncheon, very low. Some other vintage 
aircraft joined in and entertained with 
aerobatics and buzzes so close we could 
clearly see the pilots! 


Bill then personally escorted a fascinat- 
ing tour of the steam-powered Sugar Mill, 
which has been in the family for 120 years. 
Boilers burnt sugar cane to power steam 
engines, which drove the plant to crush 
cane and extract sugar. 

Congratulations to our Queensland 
Branch for organising such a pleasant, in- 
teresting and friendly day. 

Graham & Dorothy Singer drove us 
around Brisbane in their Silver Ghost, a 
lovely (and spritely) 12/50 Alvis and a 
superb 1933 Aston Martin Le Mans. 

We are extremely grateful to Fred & 
Wanda, the Singers and all who made our 
four day stay so enjoyable. 


Forthcoming events 


We have been pleasantly surprised at 
the events of the Branches which we have 
visited during 1999 and look forward to 
catching up with everyone at the Federal 
Rally in Surfers Paradise from 14th to 17th 


April this year. 

Our tour of the venues organised for the 
Federal Rally has excited our anticipation 
of some more ‘fun in the sun’ on the Gold 
Coast. The myriad of attractions has en- 
couraged us to join the Overlander to the 
Rally and possibly stay a day or two after- 
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Letter from Barrie Gillings (N.S.W.) to Mr Lindsay Fox (N.B. no longer associated with Rolls-Royce & Bentley distributorship in Australia): 


Dear Mr Fox, 


I have owned a 1910 Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost motor car 


(Chassis Number 1492) for 45 years. Over 


this period, the car has performed reliably and to my complete satisfaction and in my view has 


fully justified the appellation ‘The Best Car in the World’. 


You are to be congratulated in accepting 


the responsibility of representing Rolls-Royce Motor Cars in Australia. 


I am writing to you because of a problem I experienced recently with my gearbox. While participating 
in a rally with fellow Rolls-Royce owners, I found to my consternation that my car would only move 
in first gear or reverse. This made driving inconvenient, and placed an undue strain on the vehicle's 
engine and clutch. When I removed the gearbox cover I found, to my disappointment, that the third 


motion shaft had fractured. 


You might consider it desirable to inform Rolls-Royce Motor Cars of this particular fault, because 
if it is a common one they might change the design of the part. The thought occurs to me that it 
might be better not to drill a one inch hole through the shaft, as this reduces its strength in 
compression, extension and torsion. Furthermore, grooving the shaft at its thinnest point introduces 


an area of stress concentration. 


The original Guarantee Certificate for my car has been mislaid with the passage of time, and in 
any event I have forgotten its terms. I suspect, however, that the stated guarantee period has now 


expired, and I must now replace the part at my own expense. I have written to the Rolls-Royce 
Company at both the addresses listed in their ‘Catalogue of Parts, Series 1400-1600’ viz: Nightingale 
Road, Derby and 15 Conduit Street, London, but these are apparently no longer current. I fell that 
it is appropriate, then, that I place my order with you. 


The part I require is listed in the Catalogue of Parts as No. c 399, Third Motion Shaft, with code 
name APICT. I expect, of course, to pay an amount additional to the cost listed in the catalogue, 
for your packing and postage costs. Could you please supply this part, under your usual terms of 
business, at your earliest convenience. I enclose my cheque for three pounds seven and tenpence. 


Sincerely, 


Barrie R. D. Gillings, FRD, ED, PhD, BDS, MS, FRACDS, FICD 
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From the Federal President 


Continued from previous page 


wards, before returning to Melbourne in our 
20 h.p. Skiff. The Easter weekend following 
the Raily is tempting us to delay our return 
even longer. 

The beauty of Federal Rallies in 
Queensland has been the relaxed and easy 
going nature of the weekend and this year 
promises more still. The ambience, sun and 
glorious water surrounds of the Marriott 
Resort may present me with some 
problems enticing Fiona away from the sen- 
sational pool. 

Just before the Federal Rally comes the 
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Victoria Branch Concours d’Elegance at 
Whitefriars Park on Sunday 17th March. 
With considerable assistance from Shan- 
nons, the event should be superb. Mem- 
bers of all Branches are encouraged to 
attend and will be welcome at what 
promises to be a special Concours. Excel- 
lent catering and entertainment is prom- 
ised, not to mention hopefully one hundred 
of the best cars the Victoria Branch has to 
offer. 

| must return to the garage and continue 
the considerable preparation of our cars 
which these events require. 


Happy Motoring, 
George Forbes 


2000 Federal Rally 


The 42nd Annual Federal Rally is to 
be held at Surfers Paradise, Queens- 
land, April 14th-17th. If you have not 
sent in your Rally Registration form, you 
are urged to do so by March 10th. 

If you need a Registration form please 


write to: 
Rally Registrar 
PO Box 242 
Spring Hill, QLD 4004 


Below: reply from Mr Denys Gillespie, Sydney Rolls-Royce & Bentley, to the letter opposite. 


Dear Mr Gillings, 


Thank you for the copy of your letter addressed to Mr L. Fox. Lindsay, as I am sure you understand, has a large number of 
business interests to manage, I expect your letter is in the Linfox system. 


Allow me to make a couple of observations in relation to your vexing gearbox problem. One would have to assume when the 
part was originally made, no doubt under the guidance of Henry Royce, he specifically aged it to fail just short of the next 
millennium. After all, with a lifespan of 89 years it has outlived the designer, the engineer, toolmaker, everyone initially involved 
short of the vehicle’s owner of the last 45 years, yourself. 


Iam not too sure if your suggested engineering modifications would have helped improve the success rate of the part, especially 
as the modification may cause a stress concentration. Perhaps such a modification was initially part of the design, test & failure 
process and Sir Henry decided against it. 


Tom Small, our parts manager has sent an all points location bulletin to our normal early 1900's part supplier in the U.K., only 
to be informed, the initial design was such, any spare part was just that, a spare part and long since used. He also advised, had 
the part been available today, having calculated initial purchase of three pounds seven & tenpence with interest, holding and 
inflation costs, the list price today would be approximately three thousand seven hundred & ten pounds. Converted to our dollar, 
we could expect $9,275.00 plus freight and any import fees and duty. 


Our importer has confirmed a “new” 89-year-old imported part will be charged 15% duty and an uplifted tax rate of 26.4%. My 
quick calculation suggests the part would have a landed cost approaching $15,000.00, so your decision to source a replacement 
locally was a wise choice. While the re-made local part does not carry the overseeing genius of Sir Henry Royce, I am sure the 
manufacture is such it will last your use of the car if not that of the next owner. 


My apologies for not being able to comply with your original request, however, given both the availability and pricing as outlined, 
I expect you will be happy to proceed with having the part remanufactured locally. 


Kind regards, 


Denys Gillespie, 
Operations Manager, Sydney Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
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1925 Silver Ghost 54EU, which was driven and 
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maintained by chauffeur Gordon Fulcher when in the employ of Ernest H. Gates of Grosvenor 


Square, London and Old Buckenham Hail, Norfolk. The coachwork shown, a close-coupled two-door saloon, is a new body which replaced the 
original Park Ward tourer or possibly a partial rebuild of the original body. Note the Hispano-Suiza style radiator mascot (probably one of the 
proprietary mascots available at the time), marine type scuttle ventilators and Carl Zeiss headlamps. 


On sending one’s man to the 
Rolls-Royce School of Instruction 


By Gavin Sandford-Morgan (S.A.) 


Sitting in the kitchen at Glen Ewin, 
in the Adelaide Hills, 20 h.p. owners 
Bill & Wendy Wauchope were sharing 
a restorative cup of coffee with jack of 
all trades Gordon Wilson, who was 
helping them with stone work restor- 
ation of their gracious old house. 

Sensing a hint of Norfolk brogue in 
Gordon's accent, Bill asked him if he 


had originally been a Norfolk man. 
When Gordon answered in the affirm- 
ative, Bill & Wendy then told him that 
they had lived in Norfolk for some years 
while their children went to school in 
England. “Whereabouts?” asked Gor- 
don. “Old Buckenham”, replied Bill & 
Wendy. Then, from Gordon, “There's a 
coincidence, that’s where I used to live 


too!”. 

General comparing of notes, after 
which Gordon said “I see you've got an 
old Rolls-Royce in your garage — you 
might be interested to know that my 
grandfather was the chauffeur at Old 
Buckenham Hall and he used to look 
after and drive the Squire’s Rolls- 
Royce. He was sent off to the Rolls- 


1-00 


Royce Chauffeur’s School once, and I 
still have the note-book which he wrote 
up at the School”. 

Expressions of great interest by Bill 
and Wendy, so the next day Gordon 
appeared with a well preserved school 
exercise book inscribed on the front 


page: 


Gordon Fredrick (sic) Fulcher 
C/o Buckenham Hall 

Nr Attleborough, Norfolk 
Rolls-Royce Instruction School, 
Cricklewood 


Then follows 42 pages of 
meticulously written and recorded 
notes headed “Started Rolls-Royce 
Instruction Class, August 17th 1925 — 
Silver Ghost”. These notes cover all 
regular aspects of the general design of 
the Silver Ghost chassis and its com- 
ponents, together with instructions for 
the care, maintenance and driving 
requirements. They make fascinating 
reading, and record many items not 
generally covered elsewhere. 

A selection of a few pages from the 
notebook herewith may provide food for 
thought for current Ghost owners. For 
instance, under “Daily Operations” I 
wonder how many drivers of post 1919 
Ghosts fitted with starter motors would 
have followed the hand starting proce- 
dure set down, and also how many, 
then or now “hold down extra oil valve 
1 MINUTE’? 

The various methods of gear chang- 
ing recommended are rather interest- 
ing, especially No. 13, which clearly 
envisages the driver getting into top 
gear as soon as possible before the car 
has realised what is going on. Much 
more complicated and challenging are 
the methods recommended for chang- 
ing down — one wonders what danger 
other road users and surrounding 
scenery found themselves in while our 
Rolls-Royce driver was either counting 
Governor Notches, or had his eye firmly 
fixed on the speedometer while waiting 
for the car to slow to the recommended 
speed at which to try engaging the 
lower gear. 

In addition to his grandfather's 
note-book Gordon Wilson also 
produced two photographs of the ‘Old 
Buckenham’ Silver Ghost which 
showed a very late 4-wheel brake 
chassis carrying an unusual close- 
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coupled two-door saloon body which 
incorporates a rear boot. 

Other unusual features apparent in 
the photograph include ship-type 
scuttle ventilators, an Hispano-Suiza 
style ‘Flying Stork’ radiator cap mascot, 
and Carl Zeiss headlamps. It would 
therefore seem that the owner may 
have been a motorist of some experi- 
ence and discernment. 

Equally interesting is a copy of the 
typed instruction “TO BE HANDED TO 
ALL DRIVERS WHO ARE SENT TO 
ROLLS-ROYCE, LIMITED, FOR TRAIN- 
ING”, dated April 14th 1925, and advis- 
ing that “The Instruction Class” is held 
temporarily at the Works of Messrs 
Handley Page Ltd in Cricklewood. 

Even more fascinating, and a mar- 
vellous vignette of the custom of the 
times, is a letter dated 27th December 
1923 signed by Ernest H. Gates of Old 
Buckenham Hall engaging Gordon Ful- 
cher as “Chauffeur at 30 shillings/per 
week to live in”. This letter also carries 
the stern statement “I understand you 
are a total abstainer”. Poor Gordon 
Fulcher, no alcoholic solace to ease the 
lot of the lower orders in those days! 

There is also a letter of reference 
dated May 28th 1935 signed by E. 
Everard Gates, of “Twenty, Grosvenor 
Square, W1” (a very good address), the 
letter referring to Gordon Fulcher’s 
employment “by my late father and by 
me for approximately 414 years be- 
tween 1923-1927”. 

Everard Gates obviously enjoyed his 
wealth, since apart from his very 
fashionable London address, and the 
estate in Norfolk, he also apparently 
had an estate in Leicestershire with his 
own aerodrome where he kept several 
aeroplanes. In addition to the Silver 
Ghost 54EU, the records also show him 
as owning a Phantom I 60KR and Phan- 
tom IIs 24JS, 169RY and 35TA. 

Meanwhile, back to the Ghost. Let- 
ter to England to Tom Clarke, fount of 
knowledge on all things relating to 
early Rolls-Royce history, and with 
access to extensive early records, ask- 
ing him if he can identify chassis 
number and coachbuilder of the car. 
This turns out to be more easily said 
than done, but after considerable 
meticulous investigation, involving all 
the usual, and much unusual refer- 
ence data Tom has finally tracked it 
down as chassis 54EU. 
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In the course of identifying the 
chassis, Tom had also enlisted the aid 
of other sources, including extensive 
study of photographs in various 
relevant publications. He eventually 
found reference to 54EU as having 
been fitted with tourer coachwork by 
Park Ward, body no. 2686, described 
as “Sporting 4-seater”, in February 
1925, the last Silver Ghost chassis they 
bodied. Prior to this discovery, Tom 
had come to the conclusion that 
various features of the coachwork in 
the photograph were typical of a lesser 
known Norfolk coachbuilder named 
Watson of Lowestoft, near Norwich, 
which ties in with the Norfolk registra- 
tion number PW-4000 shown in the 
photographs. Some features suggest to 
Tom that the coachwork could be a 
partial re-body or conversion by 
Watson, based on the original Park 
Ward body work, but it is also quite 
likely that the body shown is a com- 
pletely new, possibly Park Ward body 
fitted in the late 1920s. 

In any case the body style shown 
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seems rather inconvenient for a chauf- 
feur driven car, and perhaps somewhat 
later than 1925. 

Many thanks to Tom for this excel- 
lent detective work and to Gordon 


Wilson for generously allowing these 
valuable family possessions to be 
copied for publication and of course, to 
Bill & Wendy for seizing the oppor- 
tunity to pass them my way. y 


3486 


PRAECLARVM 


The Tour cars looking resplendent on the Woolmer Estate (c. 1840) near Deloraine, on their final day in Tasmania. 


The Tasmanian Discovery Tour 


Continued from PRAECLARUM 6-99 


By Donald Eve (N.S. W.) 


Wednesday morning saw us leave 
Hobart for the hour and a half drive to 
Port Arthur where we initially visited 
The Bush Mill Steam Railway and 
Settlement. There, the Bentley 314 
Litre sprung a minor leak in one of its 
two short and simple top radiator hoses 
which, fortunately, was easily rectified. 
Owners Ted & Pat Hauser were there- 
fore still able to see the sole remaining 
steam operated engine working at the 
mill that provided all the power re- 
quired to produce lengths of 4" by 2" 
timber from a pile of tree trunks, al- 
though I believe they may have missed 
atrip on the 15 inch gauge train hauled 
by a little ‘K Class’ Garrett steam 
locomotive which, on its return journey 
of four kilometres through bushland, 
pushed out genuine smuts. 

That afternoon we visited the in- 
famous Port Arthur Historic Site — a 
one-time male penal settlement from 
1830 to 1877. Much sensational writ- 
ing has flowed around the in- 
humanities at Port Arthur in those 
colonial times. Our most informative 
senior guide pointed out that the build- 


ings still standing were all connected 
with the convicts and only remained so 
due to their solid construction. He went 
on to say how Port Arthur was once a 
large garrison town with army bar- 
racks, with military and civilian wives 
and children. However, towards the 
end of the 19th century, a number of 
bushfires and storms partially 
destroyed the lesser buildings and 
later, wanton destruction did the rest. 

We were also told there was once a 
deep-water jetty with loading cranes 
and warehouses and ships traded con- 
tinually with Hobart. Appropriate in- 
mates of the penal colony were taught 
many diverse trades such as timber 
harvesting, stone masonry, brick- 
making, carpentry, boot-making, 
clothing, furniture making, ship- 
building, coal mining, railway con- 
struction and food production. In 1834 
a juvenile prison was built on a nearby 
island in the harbour known as Point 
Puer. There was a ‘convict school’ for 
200 to learn to read and write. Other 
interesting facts to emerge were that no 
convicts were ever executed at Port 
Arthur and that ex-convicts who had 
grown older following their release and 
could no longer adequately look after 


themselves, returned to Port Arthur to 
live out their days in a form of ‘retire- 
ment home’. The beginning of the end 
of Port Arthur as a penal settlement 
occurred when most of the military left 
in 1863 for New Zealand to assist in 
quelling the Maori Rebellion, leaving 
so-called ‘trustees’ and ‘old lags’ to ad- 
minister the place. We were told that 
Port Arthur, and other suchlike penal 
settlements were somewhat akin to our 
present-day T.A.F.E. colleges and that 
on completion of their punishment, 
these were the men that the British 
authorities wanted to help build Aust- 
ralia — which they did! 

Another incredible fact to emerge 
was that even in that early part of the 
19th century, so many years before the 
telephone or telegraph had been in- 
vented, a manual type of semaphore 
signalling system with repeater sta- 
tions was established between Port 
Arthur and Hobart Town that allowed 
messages to be transmitted in 20 
minutes. 

Wednesday night saw us stay at the 
nearby Fox and Hounds Motor Inn. 
Following dinner, some of the more 
adventuresome among us returned to 
the Historic Site for a ‘Ghost Tour’ of 
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There was no shortage 


of railway buffs on the Tour, all of whom were anxiou 
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Ss to have a ride on 


the 15-inch gauge Bush Mill Steam Railway at Port Arthur. This locomotive was built on site and 
is a scaled down replica of a Beyer-Garratt type loco supplied to the Tasmanian Government 
Railways. Some years ago this replica was shipped to England where it was a popular attraction 
for a season on the famous Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch and Ravenglass & Eskdale Railways. 


the ruins by lamp-lght. I'm happy to 
be able to report that all returned safe- 
ly! 

On Thursday morning we left Port 
Arthur behind us and after enjoying 
lunch in the late 19th Century Ye Olde 
Swan Inn at Swansea on the shores of 
picturesque Great Oyster Bay, the con- 
tingent arrived mid-afternoon at 
Freycinet Lodge where delightful in- 
dividual cabins, cleverly constructed in 
sympathy within the bushland that 
constitutes Freycinet National Park, 
have been built on the pre-war site of 
the original ‘Chateau’. This area is out- 
standingly relaxing and beautiful with 
the clean white sands of the beach at 
Coles Bay less than 100 yards from the 
main building, and with Honeymoon 
Beach 500 yards in the opposite direc- 
tion. The National Park extends a fur- 
ther 10 miles to the south with the high 
ground, peaking at 2,014 feet, offering 
a good view from the Cape Tourville 
Lighthouse. 

On the way to Freycinet Lodge, the 
handsome-looking Arthur Mulliner 
bodied Phantom II (80SK) belonging to 
John & Sofija Virgo (S.A.) unfortunate- 
ly became the next mechanical victim. 
Following hearing a couple of substan- 
tial bangs, an investigation revealed 
both good and bad news. The good 
news was that the radiator was un- 
damaged. However the bad news was 
that two of the PII's four fan blades had 
sheared off, presumably with metal 


fatigue, and were found lying in the 
bottom of the engine bay, but not 
without having first struck and caused 
some damage to the inside right-hand 
top and left-hand side of the louvred 
aluminium bonnet. Upon closer in- 
spection it was found that one of the 
remaining diametrical pair of fan 
blades was also beginning to crack, so 
that pair was thankfully removed in 
time before any further damage was 
done. The thermostatically-operated 
radiator vanes were then mechanically 
disconnected and wedged open for 
good measure. (The recycling for this 
purpose of a used cork from a bottle of 
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Tour Managers Allan & Beverley Simpson 
enjoying the day at the Bush Mill Steam Rail- 
way and Settlement. Photo by Ted Hauser. 


Tasmanian Chardonnay was the con- 
tribution of one of our members to 
effective environmental management). 

Having no fan following this in- 
cident, fears were held by many (with 
the exception of the owner) that the 
Phantom’s engine would overheat for 
the remaining part of the Tour, which 
still included a fair amount of moun- 
tainous driving. The amazing thing is 
that the car later pressed on, sans 
radiator fan, all the way from the East 
Coast of Tasmania to its home near 
Adelaide in South Australia, with no 
water temperature difference being ap- 
parent! Apocryphal as it may be, the 
conclusion was reached that the PII ran 
better without its four slow-revving and 


The building in the background, at Port Arthur Historic Site, is a shade over three times as old 


as Tony Ward 
Sf —=s 


's Bentley Mk VI (B290EY), which itself celebrated its 50th anniversary last year. 
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One of three local Tasmanian cars on the Tour, this is Tony & Gillian Last's 1951 Bentley Mk VI 
(B185MB) in the Freycinet National Park with Cape Tourville Lighthouse behind. 
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Two views of Allan & Beverley Simpson's Silver Cloud |! long wheelbase saloon with division 
(LCB56). Above it appears to have returned to its homeland, perhaps somewhere in Cheshire, 
though it is in fact waiting for the day’s run outside the Fox & Hounds at Port Arthur, while below 
it waits while its owner grasps another Rolls-Royce photo opportunity! 
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flattish fan blades that may have dis- 
turbed the smooth flow of air through 
the radiator matrix — or so the feeling 
went! Two nights were spent at 
Freycinet Lodge, thereby allowing for a 
‘clear’ day on the Friday when people 
were able to relax in their own way. 
Some of us just walked, sat on the 
rocks beside the bay and contemplated 
life; one sketched whilst some of the 
more energetic types who trekked for 
about an hour uphill were rewarded in 
being able to view the fantastic 
panorama of Wineglass Bay that un- 
folded hundreds of feet below them. 

Others chose to take a half-day 
cruise on Great Oyster Bay and the 
coastline aboard the catamaran 
Kahala. The skipper's dog, Sam, a five- 
year old crossbred Labrador-Border 
Collie (which, as was evidenced by the 
many newspaper cuttings in a scrap- 
book kept in the cabin of the boat, had 
become quite a notable local identity) 
obviously firmly believed that his rdle 
in life was to round up dolphins, just 
as any ‘normal’ sheep dog would round 
up sheep! He therefore entertained the 
passengers by jumping overboard off 
the transom whenever a school of dol- 
phins was sighted playing off the boat 
and tried his best to herd them. The 
dolphins apparently enjoyed his futile 
attempts by continuing to arc all 
around him. Of course the result of this 
game every time was inevitably Dol- 
phins: 1; Sam: 0. Such are the wonders 
of naturel 

On the Saturday, having thoroughly 
rested at Freycinet and ‘re-charged our 
batteries’, we initially drove up the 
quite beautiful east coast as far as St 
Helens, at which point we turned in a 
westerly direction and commenced 
heading for Launceston where we 
would spend our final three nights in 
Tasmania. This was very much a 
drivers’ day; sunny weather with blue 
skies contrasting with the deeper blue 
colour of the ocean, coastal roads 
which, at times, passed through quiet 
fishing villages that hugged the 
shoreline before climbing high inland 
around challenging hairpin bends — 
on the gravel verges from time to time 
— passing 3,000 feet and then down 
again, noting some gigantic tree ferns 
on the high ground while passing 
through the micro-climate of a rain 
forest and seeing Mount Barrow, 
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One of the most photographed bridges in 
Australia, as well as one of the oldest: the 
convict-built bridge at Ross. 


standing at 4,649 feet, not four miles 
away. This was just a lovely day with 
fine visibility and empty roads that 
offered an exhilarating steering exer- 
cise! (It was only later on that we 
realised the reason that the roads were 
empty was because the A.F.L. Grand 
Final was being played that afternoon 
in Melbourne and consequently vir- 
tually all of Tasmania ground to a stop 
for several hours whilst people re- 
mained indoors, either watching the 
game on television, or listening to it on 
radio. The deserted roads certainly 
made for enjoyable motoring!) 

Arriving in Tasmania’s second 
largest city, Launceston, to stay at the 
swish (the rooms even had an exten- 
sion radio and TV speaker in the 
bathroom) Novotel, we found that our 
Tour managers had organised with the 
hotel management for our participants 
to have sole use of their basement 
security car-parking area. Just a little 
double parking was required and the 
name of the game was ‘musical cars’ 
(rather than chairs). Taking us all by 
surprise, Dennis Maxwell (that unfor- 
gettable tour guide from Cradle Moun- 
tain) made an impromptu appearance 
at the Novotel, jovially calling out when 
he spotted some of us, “I’m just making 
sure you're all okay!” 

Within strolling distance of the 
centrally located Novotel, we could look 
at the monkeys in City Park, visit the 
nearby National Automobile Museum 
of Tasmania, marvel at the crafts- 


manship of the wood-turning products 
offered for sale in the Design Centre of 
Tasmania and, if we wanted to really 
stretch our legs, there was the famous 
Cataract Gorge to visit. 

At a large motor swap-meet held in 
a nearby car-park on Sunday morning, 
one of our eagle-eyed participants from 


South Australia focussed on the perfect 
spare pair of fuel pumps (one side was 
very new) and so he snapped it up for 
ten dollars before it was even unloaded 
from the back of the vendor's ute! 
During our three-night stay in 
Launceston, the days were unstruc- 
tured leaving our tourists quite free to 


Dick Donnelley (N.S.W.) addressing the ‘official’ Final Dinner in the olde worlde atmosphere of 


the Cameron Room at the Novotel, Launceston. There were actually two more Final Dinners! 


The (second) Final Dinner aboard Spirit of Tasmania, steaming from Devonport to Melbourne. 
Pauline, Peter and Ray Zeffert (the 'Z’ Force) from S.A. in the foreground. 


‘do their own thing’. Some drove south 
down the Midland Highway to visit the 
historic town of Ross {with its famous 
bridge): others chose to inspect some of 
the many magnificent historic homes 
that abound in this area while yet 
another lot motored up into the Tamar 
Valley in order to visit some of the 
notable wineries that are to be found in 
that part of Tasmania. (Among some of 
this latter group, there were no doubt 
comparisons drawn between these 
Tasmanian establishments and the All 
Saints Estate Winery at Wahgunyah in 
Victoria, with its camel rides, where we 
lunched en route to Shepparton on the 
second day of the tour.) While we were 
in the Tamar Valley, which is located 
on both the east and west sides of the 
majestic Tamar River, some drove over 
the very modern structure called the 
Batman Bridge that connects both 


sides and, a little later, viewed the Val- 
ley from the heights of the Mathew 
Brady Lookout — named after a mur- 
dering, notorious bushranger no less! 
Those who chose to remain in town just 
walked around admiring the turn-of- 
the-century architecture or did some 
shopping. 

Our ‘official’ farewell dinner took 
place in the Novotel’s elegant 
Cameron’s Room where, during the 
course of this very enjoyable evening, 
the N.S.W. Branch President, Tony 
Ward, as always, made a most eloquent 
and witty speech, thanking Allan & 
Beverley Simpson on our behalf for 
their excellent staff work and the 
pleasure they had given us all. Tony 
then presented them with a beautifully 
made Huon Pine jewellery box that had 
been thoughtfully organised long 
beforehand by Bob Boscoe from Devon- 


Tour cars commencing the voyage back to the mainland below decks aboard Spirit of Tasmania, 
in the foreground are John Wolstenhoime’s 1987 Silver Spirit (ASJ21744) and Bas Renolds’ 1964 
Silver Cloud Ill (SGT203), the latter showing its distinctive registration plate. 
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port, whilst Bob’s daughter, Gillian, 
presented them with a basket-full of 
local produce. We all applauded 
enthusiastically and then again after 
Allan replied on his and Beverley’s be- 
half. 

There were to be two other 
‘unofficial’ farewell dinners, without 
speeches — the first on the next night 
in the Huon Room on board Spint of 
Tasmania, and the second on the night 
after in the Hovell Tree Motor Inn at 
Albury. (Devils for punishment, but we 
do enjoy a good time!) 

On Tuesday, September 28th (our 
last day on the island), we left the 
Novotel and briefly inspected Franklin 
House, on the outskirts of Launceston 
which is the first National Trust class- 
ified home in Tasmania and which was 
built in 1838 by the great-great- 
grandfather of well-known N.S.W. 
Branch member, Eric Lang. It was then 
on to the lovely Woolmers Estate, near 
Longford — a former huge sheep 
property that was once occupied by six 
successive generations of the Archer 
family, from when it was first con- 
structed to when it came under the 
auspices of The National Trust. Wool- 
mers has the oldest surviving woolshed 
in Australia standing within its very 
well maintained grounds. 

Following a conducted tour and 
lunch there, we proceeded to our final 
organised event — a viewing of ‘Yarns’, 
Artwork in Silk at Deloraine. These are 
four large panels, each measuring 3.5 
x 4.0 metres, created by more then 300 
people and depicting the four seasons. 
They tell the story of the surrounding 
Meander Valley and their painstaking 
workmanship involved some 10,000 
hours and used 200 metres of hand- 
dyed silk utilising the ‘gentle art’ tech- 
niques of embroidery, applique, 
cross-stitch weaving, patchwork and 
quilting. Finally, outside the com- 
munity centre where this permanent 
exhibition is located, we witnessed 
three hungry sheep being mustered by 
a border collie before driving to the 
TT-Line Shipping Terminal in Devon- 
port in order to board Spirit of Tas- 
mania, by now thankfully back in 
service with its engines repaired. 

Although the skies were overcast as 
we set sail, we were snug in our rela- 
tively small cabins and the crossing of 
Bass Strait was quite smooth. As the 
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ship prepared to berth at Station Pier 
in Melbourne, it was pleasant to see 
Theo Nelson (who with Edith, had left 
us a week earlier to return to Mel- 
bourne for business commitments) and 
Eric Lang (of Sydney, but in Melbourne 
at the time to celebrate the birth of his 
first grandchild) waiting on the wharf 
to sort out any last minute problems we 
might have had, or to simply welcome 
us back to the mainland and to wave 
us on our merry way through rush- 
hour Melbourne traffic. Ironically, al- 
though they were both standing less 
than 20 yards apart looking at the ship 
and know each other well, neither knew 
that the other was there. 

With the precision of a well or- 
ganised military operation, by following 
directions given by the competent staff 
in the ship's hold soon after tying-up, 
we were all soon driving off over the 
noisy steel ramp in order to return, 
once more, to the terra firma of main- 
land Australia. It was at that stage that 
many of the tour participants com- 
menced their various journeys home to 
all points of the compass. However, a 
still significant number of us went on, 
as a group, to Milawa in north-eastern 
Victoria for our gourmet luncheon of 
delicious spatchcock, washed down 
with a glass of premium quality red 
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wine in the popular Epicurean Centre 
of the famous Brown Brothers winery. 
In the afternoon following lunch, we 
continued motoring north under grey 
skies and patchy rain, through the his- 
toric former gold-mining town of 
Beechworth, to finally reach the city of 
Albury, situated on the northern side 
of the Murray River that forms the 
border. We were finally back in our 
home state of New South Wales! 

It was at dusk, just after arriving in 
the grounds of the Hovell Tree Motor 
Inn (our final night stopover), when our 
car became the last casualty of the 
tour. While reversing into the covered 
car parking area, the (non R-R) power 
steering of the 1953 coachbuilt Bentley 
R-type (B152TN) sprung a serious leak 
from one of its hoses, resulting in a 
large puddle of red coloured fluid being 
quickly deposited on the motel’s 
forecourt. This was quickly mopped up, 
but it was naturally not until the fol- 
lowing morning that the problem could 
be expertly sorted out, thanks to the 
kindness of a local tradesman. 

That night, we had our ‘absolute’ 
final dinner in the well-appointed motel 
dining room during which we again 
reflected on the great success of the 
tour. No vehicles overheated as the 
weather we experienced was ‘typically 


British’ and suited our cars well. Also 
‘typically British’ were many of the 
friendly Tasmanian inhabitants that 
we encountered, lots of whom were of 
English and Scottish descent. 

The next morning, September 30th, 
was the time when members of the 
remaining group said their goodbyes 
over breakfast before each went their 
separate ways home after a most enjoy- 
able period of almost three weeks 
together. We, of course, had to remain 
in Albury for a few more hours while 
the power steering problem was sorted 
out before we could finally get going 
towards our home in Sydney. This last 
day was the time when the heavens 
really opened resulting, on occasions, 
in less than optimum driving condi- 
tions as we drove north along the Hume 
Highway! 

We certainly ‘discovered’ a lot about 
Tasmania on this tour. It is a beautiful, 
green part of this country and it seems 
a pity that Bass Strait appears to many 
to be a time and financial barrier. I'm 
sure all who toured with the Simpsons 
will be returning there at some time or 
other in the future and will then again 
remember their 1999 Tasmanian Dis- 
covery Tour with affection. si 


Photographs from Allan Simpson 


The absolute Final Dinner, at the Hovell Tree Inn, Albury, N.S.W. Left to right: Priscilla Eve, Jack Rodgers, Pat Rodgers, John Edwards, Dick 
Donnelley, Beverley Simpson, Allan Simpson, Tony Ward, Pamela Rose, David Rose, Joy Donnelley, Margaret Lyon, Wallace Moorhouse, Kerry 


Moorhouse, Donald Eve (author of this article). 


a 


An Australian Ghost in the U.S.A. 


1920 Silver Ghost (53LE) as discovered in California, 1999. The car is ex-Sir 
Samuel Hordern of Sydney. The mid-1930s body is most likely by Diskon & 
Molyneux although Properts could be considered. Note the added radiator 
shutters and Australian-made bumpers. Photos from David S. Morrison, 
California. 
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James Young saloon, design number B.10, on 1955 Bentley S1 chassis B488AN, recently acquired by your 


PE 


Editor. 


“One of old Mac’s best” 


By Martin Bennett 


Most members would know that al- 
though I am interested in all pre-1998 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars, 
the early post-war models, especially 
the coachbuilt cars up to the mid- 
1960s, hold a particular fascination. 
This Bentley S1 with James Young 
coachwork is therefore ‘right up my 
street’. It is well known to some mem- 
bers, having had at least three previous 
Club owners. 

I acquired it in rather unusual cond- 
ition, i.e. with its engine damaged by 
running without oil. The coachwork 
gave every indication of being in good 
condition, so the engine problem was 
considered to be a secondary consider- 
ation, with several possibilities for rec- 
tification, one of which is now in hand. 

The early post-war cars are par- 
ticularly endearing from an enthus- 
iast’s standpoint. Their six-cylinder 
engines are bulletproof (unless you run 
them without oil!) and running and 
maintenance costs are kept to a mini- 
mum by the absence on early versions 
of such non-essential and potentially 
troublesome features as power steer- 
ing. When properly set up they are like 


cream to drive, with smooth perform- 
ance that more than adequately copes 
with today’s traffic conditions. 

It is self-evident that the Bentley S1 
standard chassis (as opposed to the 
Continental and long wheelbase 
variants) was built almost exclusively 
with the standard saloon body. I say 
‘almost’ because a small number of 
customers who craved neither the 
sleekness and extra performance of the 
Continental nor the additional interior 
space provided by the long wheelbase 
model did nevertheless require, and 
show a willingness to pay for, a fully 
coachbuilt car. To meet the require- 
ments of these discerning few, 145 
coachbuilt bodies were built on Bentley 
S1 standard chassis (well under 5% of 
the total). 

Of these 145 coachbuilt cars, 33 
were by James Young Ltd of Bromley, 
Kent. At least six of these were two-door 
saloons, the remainder being four-door 
saloons to design number B. 10, all with 
detail differences from each other and 
some with quite significant differences. 
My car is one of the B.10 saloons, and 
was built on one of the first series of S1 
chassis, B488AN. 

Unlike earlier chassis types, the S 
Type chassis did not normally include 


the engine compartment side panels or 
rear bulkhead (firewall) because these 
panels were now integral with the 
standard saloon body. This meant that 
chassis intended for special coachwork 
differed in that they were supplied to 
the coachbuilder complete with engine 
compartment side panels and firewall 


Though easily mistaken for a standard saloon 
at a glance, exquisite hand craftsmanship 
created the James Young coachwork. 


{and bonnet lid if required by the 
coachbuilder), as well as the instru- 
ments, radiator grille shell, bumpers, 
road tools, small toolkit, and all front 
and (if required) rear external light fit- 
tings. These special chassis tended to 
be turned out in batches with running 
chassis numbers. This one, for ex- 
ample, is the penultimate chassis of a 
batch built for coachbuilt bodies run- 
ning from B450AN to B490AN. 

One might ask, at a distance of more 
than forty years, why anyone would 


Picnic requisites in the front doors include ‘Bandalasta’ sandwich 
boxes. These were also used by other coachbuilders as well as by 
makers of high-class picnic outtits. 


have wanted a coachbuilt Rolls-Royce 
or Bentley in the mid-1950s when the 
standard saloon had reached such a 
conspicuously high standard of styling, 
structural integrity and luxury appoint- 
ments. This, I believe, may be explained 
with a single word — individualism. 
Although the standard steel saloon had 
achieved wide acceptance, in 1955 the 
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Though the layout of the instruments and 
controls is standard, the shapes of the 
wooden fascia and capping rail, and details 
such as the chrome grab handle, are all 
distinctively James Young. Note also the pull- 
down perspex extensions to the sun-visors 
(inset) and the plain cushions of the separate- 
ly adjustable front seats. 


concept was still in its first decade and 
had not been embraced by all of the 
Company’s customers. As Anthony 
Bird so succinctly put it in The Rolls- 
Royce Motor Car*, the advent of the 
standardised pressed steel bodies met 
with “howls of protest from the old 
guard to the effect that even Rolls-Royce 
were clearly going to the dogs. Who, 
they asked, would want a tin Rolls- 
Royce? Might as well have a Ford and 
be done with tt”. In the mid-1950s a 
coachbuilding trade that could meet 
the requirements of such individualists 
and ‘old guard’ that remained was still 
thriving, even ifits terminal decline had 
begun. 

At a glance there might appear to be 


* The Rolls-Royce Motor Car, by Anthony Bird & 
lan Hallows, B.T. Batsford Ltd, London, 1964. 


On the rear edge of each rear wing, just above the tail-light, the merest 
suggestion of a ‘fin’ is beautifully sculpted. 
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In the rear compartment the side windows 
extend back further than in the standard 
saloon, as a consequence of which there are 
no mirrors in the rear quarters. Instead, 
mirrors fold up when the picnic tables are 
pulled out (right). 


little difference in styling between this 
James Young coachwork, styled by 
A.F. McNeil, and that of a standard 
saloon from Crewe, styled by J.P. 
Blatchley. There is an element of truth 
to this observation, which is perhaps 
not surprising given that the two 
stylists were colleagues at Gurney 
Nutting before the War, were good 
friends, and often showed an un- 
cannily similar approach to styling 
cars. John Blatchley, with whom I 
correspond regularly, has assured me 
that he and ‘Mac’ did not collaborate or 
compare notes on their respective S 
Type styling, despite their similarity, 
inevitably leading to the conclusion 
that this was a case of ‘great minds 
thinking alike’ — a recurring theme 
throughout motor car history. 

Before I bought the car, John 
Blatchley also offered me the opinion 
that this design “really was one of old 
Mac’s best”. Quite a compliment, given 
some of the lovely designs that flowed 
from the fertile and creative minds of 
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both venerable gentlemen. 

Quite apart from the fact that there 
are no body panels in common between 
the James Young and the standard 
bodies (save for the bonnet lid which 
was supplied by Crewe with the 
chassis), the coachbuilt body repays 
detailed scrutiny. 

Look for example at the swagelines 
in the wings, which are quite unlike 
those of the standard saloon. A ‘turned 
in’ swage begins near the tip of the front 
bumper, running up and around the 
crowns of the front and rear wings in 
an unbroken sweep and ending at the 
rear bumper. The noses of the front 
wings are finely pointed, and on the 
rear edge of each rear wing, just above 
the tail-light, the merest suggestion of 


a ‘fin’ is beautifully sculpted. It is clear 
that although the standard saloon was 
an exceptionally handsome and 
elegant car, the pressed metal process 
that produced it was unable to deliver 
swagelines, razor edges and fine details 
quite as crisply as the hand craftsman- 
ship of the traditional coachbuilder. 
The door gaps, particularly, are a case 
in point. A standard saloon’s door gaps 
are quite large, and often rather un- 
even, with noticeably radiused edges to 
the panels, whereas those of the James 
Young car are so fine and even that the 
visual impression created leads to im- 
aginings that the doors must have been 
carefully cut out with a hacksaw after 
the body had been built in one piece! 
This is very satisfying to the eye and 


indicative of superb craftsmanship. 

Even details like the door handles 
are worth a close look. These are in- 
tegral with the slender chrome waist 
strip and have the square push-buttons 
that were a distinguishing feature of 
James Young coachwork throughout 
the 1950s and ‘60s. The doors close 
with that solid ‘clunk’ that is so char- 
acteristic of fine coachwork. Construc- 
tion is of aluminium panels on a mainly 
aluminium frame, as was the wont of 
all but the least progressive of the 
coachbuilding firms still surviving in 
the mid-1950s, though there is some 
non-structural wood. 

James Young's interpretation of the 
S Type interior is markedly different 
from that of the standard saloon, the 
only real similarity being the layout of 
the instruments and controls, which is 
in any case determined by the chassis 
maker. A readily observable difference 
is the seating, the James Young car 
having plain, unpleated seat cushions 
with pleated and bolstered squabs, in 
the style then fashionable. The front 
seats are separately adjustable, unlike 
the standard saloon's one-piece bench, 
with folding armrests in both sides of 
each reclining squab, the more usual 
ones on the doors being absent. 
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Compartments in the front doors 
contain sandwich boxes and other pic- 
nic requisites. There are no mirrors in 
the rear quarters. Instead, mirrors fold 
up with the picnic tables behind the 
front seats. The woodwork is of un- 
mistakable James Young style, with 
tightly figured burr walnut veneer and 
rebated, boldly striped, ‘zebrano’ cross- 
banding. Like those on the outside, the 
interior door and window handles are 
distinctively James Young. 

Of all the various body styles offered 
by the five coachbuilding firms then 
surviving, this James Young saloon 
design is the one that most closely 
resembles the standard saloon, and 
there is a school of thought that there 
is little point in owning a rare coach- 
built car that to the untrained eye is 
easily mistaken for a standard produc- 
tion model. In my view this rather 
misses the point, and I trust that the 
above will dispel such notions. In any 
case, such an elegant coachbuilt car 
must be preferable to the more freak- 
ishly styled creations that occasionally 
left the various coachbuilders’ works. 

B488AN was delivered through Jack 
Barclay Ltd to a company in England 
called Tubes Ltd, for the use of the 
managing director. The price, includ- 
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ing purchase tax at the punitive rate 
(60%) then applying to luxury cars, was 
£7,186 — a premium of more than 45% 
over the standard saloon’s total price of 
£4,944 — itself a staggering sum for a 
car in those days from the point of view 
of ‘the man in the street’. Specifying a 
coachbuilt car also had a price to be 
paid in patience while the coachwork 
was painstakingly hand-built — 
B488AN was delivered in May 1956, no 
less than six months after the last AN 
series standard saloon. 

My short term plans for the car in- 
clude tidying the interior, with refin- 
ished woodwork, and perhaps new 
carpets and headlining. In the longer 
term an unobtrusive air conditioning 
installation would make life more 
pleasant. 

It is satisfying to see B488AN return 
to the Club after an absence of some 
years. It is an exquisite example of the 
coachbuilder’s art, one of no more than 
27 ever built and the only one in 
Australia, and therefore a rare artifact 
of a less mercenary time. It makes a 
splendid companion to my 1950 Silver 
Wraith (WHD101) which has coach- 
work by rival firm H.J. Mulliner, B& 


Photographs by the Author 


From the rear, B488AN’s James Young coachwork is somewhat less prone to being mistaken for a standard saloon. The light blue band at the 
waistline was added by a previous owner and has since been restored to original. 


JAMES YOUNG L® 
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A Silver Spur with wheelbase extended to 166'% inches by Robert Jankel Design of Weybridge, Surrey. These cars were offered by the Company 
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in an effort to counter the ellicit ‘stretching’ of these cars by unauthorised firms, particularly in the United States. 


A Career in the Coachbuilding Trade 


— Part 8, Silver Spur with division and the Limousine 


The Buying Department at Mulliner 
Park Ward, situated next to the 
Quality, was convenient for us should 
we notice any problems with parts or 
materials during the cars’ build. 
Likewise, if the Goods Receiving In- 
spectors rejected an item that might be 
in short supply, Quality would be 
asked to give a concession to use a 
minimum quality until the fully correct 
part became available. Typically, a con- 
cession might be applied toa bolt which 
had a poor finish to its head, but the 
material and thread were to specifica- 
tion, though no such concession would 
be given to safety critical items. One 
such instance can be quoted: the front 
seat belts which were fitted within the 
body sill sections were delivered with 
mounting bolts of insufficient length. 
Without the correct bolts the trimmers 
were unable to fit the rear seats and 
side armrests. It was Quality’s job to 
contact the suppliers and, in the mean- 


By Richard Gordon Mann (U.K.) 


time, remove any suitable bolts from 
other belt assemblies to keep MPW 
going. The incomplete assemblies were 
placed in a quarantine area until the 
replacement bolts arrived. 

Quality enjoyed a good rapport with 
the Buying people. The Assistant Chief 
Buyer was Arthur Hall (AEH) who was 
a most helpful and knowledgeable per- 
son — one of the ‘old school’, always 
smartly dressed and polite. He had 
dealt with our suppliers over many 
years. Within the Buying Department 
was Material Control, and Margaret 
Noad (MN) was a most competent and 
pleasant Controller who looked after 
spares and service for cars and, like 
AEH, had many years of experience in 
the Service Department. 

Another character was Albert Mor- 
riss (AM) who originally came from H.J. 
Mulliner and was the coachwork 
spares guru for the Service Centre at 
School Road. AM could be a somewhat 


dour and off-hand person. He spent 
much of his time at Hythe Road collect- 
ing spares for current model Corniche 
and Phantom VI cars. He also knew 
which modem parts would suit or 
could be adapted to fit older models. 
Jackie Dodds (JD) was a Controller 
who started with MPW at the old Park 
Ward works in High Road, Willesden, 
in the Drawing Office print room. He 
was ever cheerful and helpful. The 
other Controller was Pat Walters (Wts) 
who was a bit of a firebrand from Fish- 
guard in Wales. She made up for her 
short stature by having a loud and 
strident voice when stirred! With Qual- 
ity’s Peter Goodall (PG), Bob Scammell 
(RVS) and myself, and the Buying 
people, we had well over 200 years 
service with Rolls-Royce between us. 
All MPW managers had budgets 
which allowed them and their sec- 
retaries to have tea, milk and sugar 
quotas. There had not been a Desig- 
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Although the Silver Spirit, like its predecessors, was designed to have a long wheelbase variant 
(the Silver Spur), at first little thought was given to the provision of a division, let alone separate 
air conditioning for the rear compartment. Although Crewe designed the Silver Spur with division, 
it was left to Mulliner Park Ward in London to work out the detail and to carry out the work. The 
MPW design team knew from the outset that this was a tall order as only one air conditioning 
unit was to be fitted, whereas its predecessor (the Silver Wraith Il) had two when a division was 
installed. This photo shows the prototype Silver Spur with division, with its unacceptable 
clearance between rear seat cushion and division. 


nated Quality manager before John 
Castell-Evans (JCE), and Grace 
Perkins (GCP) — secretary to the 
engineering managers — who typed 
JCE’s letters, organised a ‘victuals 
allowance’ for us. I don’t think JCE was 
ever aware of this arrangement. PG and 
RVS had between them organised a 


small ‘fridge in their Service days and 
this was now located in Quality. In this 
‘fridge was a bottle of very nice wine, 
and after a week or so I asked PG who 
the wine belonged to and why it was 
there. PG somewhat cryptically replied 
“that half-decent bottle is mine and it 
is there just in case”. Just a few weeks 


The Silver Spur’s predecessor, the Silver Wraith II, clearly showing the air intake grille in the 
‘saddle panel’ for the second air conditioning unit installed in the boot of division-fitted cars. 
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later PG asked “would you like to join 
us in a drink at lunchtime?”. Who was 
“us”, | wondered, having failed to notice 
the extra bottles of wine in the ‘fridge, 
despite having made tea for PG and 
RVS that morning. It was someone’s 
birthday! 

PG together with RVS had been in- 
strumental in identifying the various 
fluids which had been used to top up, 
and contaminate, the hydraulic sys- 
tems when Rolls-Royce first changed to 
LHM (Liquide Hydraulique minerale) 
on, at first, the Corniche and Cam- 
argue models. Confusion arose be- 
cause RR363, the vegetable oil-based 
fluid, continued to be used on the four- 
door cars and Phantom VI and, despite 
various warnings and labels, there 
were instances of both types of systems 
becoming contaminated. Crewe 
devised a System Fluid Test Kit, the box 
of which PG adapted to contain about 
a dozen half-Paris wine glasses which 
were always polished to perfection. 

At lunchtime our Buying and other 
invited colleagues joined us and PG 
became “mine host” as he always did 
on such occasions. PG would pour wine 
without wasting a drop by rotating the 
bottle as he finished pouring —- he had 
been a restaurateur in Jersey many 
years before — and would open a bottle 
of Champagne without fuss or loss of 
any of the precious fluid! RVS somehow 
obtained some Spanish and Yugoslav- 
ian full-bodied yet inexpensive, superb 
red wines. On MN’s birthday she would 
bring some delightfully smooth (and 
most potent) home-made wines. In- 
evitably we would exceed our lunch 
“hour” (actually 45 minutes) and a 
manager might walk in. Typically the 
manufacturing manager Ken King 
(KGK) would arrive and PG would say 
“hello Ken, would you care to join us — 
there’s another bottle (just in case!) in 
the ‘fridge”. The answer was usually 
“no thank you” with an involuntary 
glance at the clock. 

At about this time Quality needed an 
extra pair of hands as JCE wanted 
computer-generated bar charts and 
graphs depicting quality and inspec- 
tion figures, and Alan Keable (AEK) 
joined Quality from the tool room. Not 
only was AEK good with computers, his 
engineering experience was a great 
asset to Quality and he understood 
mechanical (especially machining) 
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For the production Silver Spur with division the deletion of the awkward radio console of the 
prototype car (previous page) was accomplished by using a ‘Mini-Wizara’ remote control radio. 
The air conditioning problem, however, remained unresolved. The quickest way for a chauffeur to 
heat or cool the rear compartment was to lower the division, set the air conditioning, then raise the 
division as the owner entered! Once the desired rear compartment temperature was achieved, the 


system could maintain it. 


Rear compartment details: 


1. Folding picnic table (magazine pockets were fitted when tables were not requested). 


2. Folding footrests 


3. Division console containing a switch to operate the division glass and the remote control unit to 


operate the radio/tape player located in the front compartment. 


4. Ashtray and cigar lighter. 

5. Door handle. 

6. Window switch. 

7. Door lock control. 

8. Rear compartment interior lamps switch. 


faults and was often able to advise 
solutions. 

I believe PG took me twice more 
down to Jankels (RJD — Robert Jankel 
Design) in Weybridge to ‘buy off their 
well constructed and finished Silver 
Spur limousine conversions. On one 
occasion the man himself gave us a 
guided tour of his works, showing us 
his Ferrari and other exotic cars. When 
RJD gained the contract from Rolls- 
Royce to extend Silver Spurs, the first 
cars were almost complete except for 
the Everflex roof covering. Later cars 
were delivered to RJD less many trim 
items which were either not used or 
were substantially different on the 
limousines, enabling the conversions 
to be carried out more economically. 
On our way back to London after one 
visit I asked PG “why could Mulliner 
Park Ward not produce such limousine 
conversions?”. PG replied “it has been 
suggested, but Crewe thought it not 
worthwhile due to the projected low 
volume”. 

In 1981 the Vanden Plas factory in 
Kingsbury closed. It was here that the 
Daimler Limousine and high specifica- 
tion VDP Daimler and Jaguar saloons 
were finished, and MPW were able to 
recruit some of their personnel. One of 
these was Terry Box (TB) who joined 
MPW as an Inspector, working with Alf 
Pelham (Phm) who had been with MPW 
for many years in the Goods Receiving 
and Inspection departments. 

A major panic arose when TB 
reported that he was rejecting the latest 
batch of Lucas rear lamp assemblies 
due to distorted lenses with hollows 
adjacent to the plated mounting. It 
transpired that Lucas had consolidated 
their moulding operations at a plant 


that was not experienced in producing 
this type of lens. I made a call to Kim 
Hardware at Lucas regarding this mat- 
ter and, arriving at Hythe Road next 
moming, he was most disappointed 
with what he saw and offered apologies 
on behalf of Lucas, Kim collected some 
of the worst examples to show his 
manager and undertook to sort out the 
problem as it would delay the delivery 
of cars. 

(Incidentally, although Daimler was 
now part of Jaguar, coachwork design 
of the Vanden Plas DS420 Limousine 
was carried out at Kingsbury. In the 
late 1960s there was a request to in- 
crease the number of markets in which 
the DS420 could be offered but the 
Jaguar Mk X-pattern rear lamps used 
would not meet the various regula- 
tions. The VDP engineers looked 
through the Lucas and other lamp 
suppliers’ catalogues for an alternative, 
but to no avail. It was noticed, however, 
that Lucas produced a special lamp for 
the then Silver Shadow H.J. Mulliner, 
Park Ward two-door cars (the predeces- 
sors of the Corniche) and VDP’s Chief 
Designer, Bernard West, visited MPW 
seeking permission to use these lamps 
on the DS420. He was received by Ted 
Holland (EH), MPW’s Engineering 
Manager who informed VDP that they 
could use the lamps if they paid the 
tooling costs. VDP, having a limited 
budget, then approached Lucas who 
were able to sufficiently improve the Mk 
X lamps to enable them to be used.) 

About a week after our visit from 
Lucas a carton of lenses arrived and, 
although better than those fitted to the 
assemblies we had, some were only 
acceptable after much filing and 
polishing. Yours truly drew the short 


straw to assemble lamps suitable for 
production, and PG obtained a mag- 
netic screwdriver from a Corniche 
toolkit and ground its diameter down 
to change the lenses. We now had cars 
held up for delivery by the shortage of 
rear lamps, so Finishing Superinten- 
dant Peter Harding (PH) said he would 
find some scrap lamps with good len- 
ses. He failed, and I scoured the plant, 
knowing it inside out! The Quality 
Department now looked like a lamp 
assembly shop, with boxes and boxes 
of lenses and lamp assemblies. There 
were two types of lamp — those for 
North America with polished or bright 
reflectors and the others with satin 
finished items. This did not help! The 
second batch of lenses was much bet- 
ter and with a little ‘titivating’ we were 
able to assemble rear lamp lenses to 
spec. on site and clear the backlog of 
cars to Sales. 

JCE informed PG and me that some 
Quality people from Crewe were to visit 
MPW regarding the high level of war- 
ranty claims being made against recent 
U.K. delivered Corniche cars. There 
was to be a meeting the following week 
and we were both to attend together 
with Dave Moore (DM), Chief Inspector. 
We expected to be taken to task for trim 
or paintwork defects. On arrival at the 
meeting we were given a booklet con- 
taining various PDI (Pre-Delivery 
Inspection) sheets and other notes and 
were informed that warranty costs for 
Corniche cars were way above those for 
four-door cars (built at Crewe). 

It was evident to us from the outset 
that Crewe intended to make an ex- 
ample of the MPW cars. The first car 
discussed had some paintwork 
problems, and the hood’s headlining 
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After selling very few Silver Spurs with division, due to the limited rear compartment space and the lack of a separate rear compartment air 
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conditioning unit, Rolls-Royce engaged Robert Jankel Design to cut and extend Silver Spurs by 36 inches (some were extended by 42 inches) to 
create a limousine with ample room for division, a second ACU and a choice of seating arrangements. Production versions were delivered to 
Jankels with all mechanicals and any trim items required. 


was stained due to the ingress of water. 
Other problems included the car ‘cut- 
ting out’ on acceleration (due to a 
defective fuel pump), a squeak from a 
sticking brake caliper, and a total loss 
of fuel in the owner's garage. This latter 
problem was due to a faulty hose be- 
tween the pre-pump ('87MY cars had 
an in-tank primary pump) and the 
main fuel pump. We offered the opinion 
that these mechanical failures were not 
our responsibility but Crewe'’s. The 
response was “they happened on Lon- 
don (MPW) cars”! We were told about 
problems with other cars and how the 
warranty claims had been dealt with. 
While some customers requested 
monetary compensation, ora fitted lug- 
gage set for example, a small number 
insisted on their money back. 

Perhaps the most serious case was 
a Corniche which had been given an 
official hand-over in Scotland and 
which apparently ‘failed to proceed’ 
some two hours later due to loose oil 


cooler pipes. It also transpired that the 
offside rear strut was leaking and there 
was a smell of petrol in the boot due to 
incorrectly tightened hoses. We pointed 
out that these mechanical faults were 
Crewe's responsibility but again our 
protestations fell on deaf ears. We did 
eventually receive a half-hearted apol- 
ogy at Hythe Road, but as ever it was 
too little, too late. 

A few weeks later JCE was invited to 
attend a quality comparison seminar at 
Crewe together with his represent- 
atives who were PG, DM and myself. PG 
and I were to stay in an hotel, a few 
minutes from the factory, JCE would 
join us for dinner, and DM would arrive 
from London next morning with other 
MPW people. Bernard West (BW) had 
Joined MPW as Chief Designer when the 
Vanden Plas factory closed. BW and I 
live about half a mile apart and drove 
each other to work on alternate weeks. 
As this was BW’s week, he would not 
be inconvenienced. After work PG and 


I travelled to Crewe in his trusty Ford 
Capri Ghia 3.0 auto., a fairly rapid car. 
We cruised around 85-90mph. Al- 
though PG’s driving was fast, he was 
ever alert to road and traffic conditions 
and adept at anticipating other drivers’ 
sometimes thoughtless manouvres. 
JCE’s company car was a basic Tri- 
umph Acclaim — essentially a British- 
built Honda. I don’t believe the oil was 
changed in 90,000 miles! We assem- 
bled next morning with the Crewe 
Quality people in the factory car bond 
area, with six cars to be evaluated. We 
were all given check sheets on which to 
enter any paint and trim faults. One of 
the cars present was a four-door car 
finished in metallic Royal Blue, a most 
attractive colour that had caused 
quality problems both at Crewe and at 
Mulliner Park Ward. PG, DM and I all 
viewed this car and found the 
paintwork to be below standard. Whilst 
we knew ‘our’ car had been ‘put on a 
pedestal’, to be fair the Corniche they 
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had selected was quite a nice example. 
It had not been audited at MPW. The 
finish on the other four-door cars 
present was also good. An unexpected- 
ly early coffee break was announced 
and we proceeded to the restaurant. 

When we reassembled we were 
amazed to see that a white finished 
four-door car had appeared and the 
Royal Blue car with which we had 
found fault was gone! No explanation 
was offered for this substitution but it 
was evident that the Crewe people were 
most embarrassed. Although I heard 
little of the sniping that went on after- 
wards, it was evident that Crewe dis- 
liked MPW’'s nit-picking audit style. We 
heard later that it had been Crewe 
management who asked for the Royal 
Blue car to be withdrawn, realising it 
was unacceptable. We also learned that 
several hours had to be spent on its 
rectification before it could be del- 
ivered. 

Unfortunately, PG succumbed to 
one of his migraine attacks just before 
lunch, saying that he could not con- 
centrate and would have to retire and 
would I please make arrangements for 
my return home. Luckily DM was 
returning to MPW at the wheel of 
Crewe’s Experimental '87MY Silver 
Spur (Black with Tan Everflex roof} and 
there was space for me in the centre 
position of the rear seat. This is not the 
most comfortable position for a journey 
of 175 miles or so due mainly to one’s 
legs straddling the transmission tunnel 
and the lack of headroom. Most of the 
journey was spent in the Motorway’s 
third (fast) lane and although five up 
with a full boot of parts the Spur 
cruised effortlessly at speeds well above 
the limit, taking 2 hours from Crewe 
to my home in Hatch End. DM's driving 
was similar to PG’s, fast yet competent, 
always observant and well within his 
and the car’s capabilities. I have ‘done’ 
Crewe each way in less than 3 hours in 
our MGB roadster, but the wind noise 
makes travelling at 80mph-plus some- 
what tiring. 

When I arrived at Hythe Road next 
morning PG was there and he gave me 
the usual “kettle’s boiled, teabag’s in 
the cup” greeting — he was O.K. again. 
We discussed the previous day’s hap- 
penings and again later in the day with 
DM and JCE. We were most surprised 
that the Royal Blue car had passed its 
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final inspection prior to our looking at 
it! 

At about this time the engineering 
union, of which I was a member, was 
in dispute with management over a pay 
claim. Management had expected the 
engineers to undertake additional 
duties and work more flexibly with little 
increase in pay, and the dispute had 
degenerated to the stage where the 
union had called a strike. It was a fairly 
civilised affair, as strikes go, with the 
security officer allowing us access both 
to the canteen and the toilets. On one 
occasion when I visited Quality during 
the strike JCE took exception to my 
wearing a Rolls-Royce jacket, believing 
that it had been paid for out of his 
budget, and was most embarrassed to 


learn that I had in fact purchased it 
myself. 

One morning JCE called PG and 
myself into his office to inform us that 
the Quality Department was now to be 
in two parts. I had recently been 
promoted to Senior Quality Engineer, 
the same grade as PG. The first part of 
Quality, led by PG, would continue to 
cover the finishing operations such as 
paintwork, trim and testing. My part 
would be concerned with Body In White 
(BIW) process and build, together with 
supplier quality. This was to be called 
the Metrology Department and would 
be based in the former styling studio. 


To be continued 


A Silver Spur body-in-white at Robert Jankel Design showing where the body was cut and the 
method of extending to limousine length. Although the jigging perhaps seems rudimentary, the 


task was carried out with great accuracy and these cars drove straight and handled very well. 


20 h.p. switchbox 


| refer to Jim Kelso's article in P.6-99 on 
restoring the 20 h.p. switchbox. 

| wonder if any of the eagle-eyed noticed 
the difference in the switchbox lettering as 
supplied on Australian specified chassis. 

This switchbox is Part No. D51185a. 
Most markets were supplied with Part No. 
D50350a. 

The difference is that the standard 
switchbox D50350a was inscribed ‘'H S & T’ 
(Head, Side & Tail) for the lighting switch, 
whereas switchbox D51 185a for Australian 
delivery was inscribed ‘H & S' (Head and 
Side lights), with the tail-light switch sup- 
plied separately and wired externally to the 
rear chassis cross-member. 

Bob Clarke, 
New South Wales 


Editorial comment: The external tail-light 
switch arose from an oddity of Australian 
law which required the car to be stopped to 
switch on the tail-light(s), so that the driver 
could verify that it was in fact illuminated. 
This continued well into the early post-war 
period. The coachbuilder’s build records for 
my 1950 Silver Wraith, for example, indi- 
cate “separate switch to be fitted at rear for 
taillamp. Australian requirement’. — M.1.B. 


Mystery Twenty 

| was excited to see the lower photo on 
p.3452 (P.6-99) as | think the car is likely to 
be my 42G1 rather than 70A2. The reason 
| believe this to be the case is that | remem- 
ber that Bert Ward said that the utility body 
on 70A2 was made up from the original 
Smith & Waddington body, which had a 
sloping windscreen. 70A2 had 23 inch 
wheels when | knew it. 

42G1 was fitted with 21 inch well-base 
wheels in June 1929, the same as in the 
photo. The scuttle of the car in the photo is 
identical to that fitted to 42G1 when | bought 
it and | remember Bert Ward saying that it 
was the only original part of the body left, 
remembering that the body was rebuilt in 
about 1925 as a four-door saloon. More 
importantly, the scuttle ventilators seen in 
the photo are identical to those on 42G1 
when | bought it. They are most unusual in 
having a ‘Moorish’ pointed top and bottom. 
| have never seen another car with that type 
of ventilator. 

42G1 even had a valance between the 
dumb-irons, identical to that in the photo- 
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graph. 

Looking at the photo I can now see how 
the body in the photo was modified to the 
London Cab appearance that it had when | 
bought it. It seems that above the waistline 
was rebuilt, with a sloping screen; the rear 
windows were turned upside-down and the 
frame and panelwork altered to suit. A small 
boot was added together with ‘pod’ mud- 
guards. When we scrapped the old body it 
was clear that the upper half had been 
rebuilt and that the original had the usual 
S. & W. sweep at the rear over the petrol 
tank. All very fascinating. 

David Davis, 
New South Wales 


Tom Clarke responds: / agree with David 
Davis that the 20 h.p. saloon in P.6-99, 
p.3452 could be his 42G1 rather than 70A2. 
| had ruled out 42G1 because information 
for Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Sun- 
burnt Country showed that the first body 
was a two-door saloon, not four. | think 
therefore the body must have been altered 
into, or replaced by, a four-door one by 
c.1928 and that this four-door body in turn 
became the bulbous modernised one 
David's car had when he bought it (shown 
on p.124 of Sunburnt Country). — T.C.C. 


The future of Rolls-Royce 


Just a short note to thank you for your 
marvellous comments about the future of 
Rolls-Royce, which parallel my own. 

Although the other R-R clubs and Derby 
seem excited about the new “Rolls-Royce” 
for 2003, | can’t follow their enthusiasm. It 
took the well established Rolls-Royce Com- 
pany approximately five years to design 
and develop the V-8 engine in the 1950s, 
and some eight years to perfect the Silver 
Shadow. How can BMW, with no British 
factory and no British design staff, design 
and develop a new car ready for production 
in three years? It is also idiotic to believe 
that the car will have Rolls-Royce traditions. 

I’m losing interest very quickly and 
haven't submitted an article for publication 
in our Branch newsletter for a couple of 
years. | find it difficult to be inspired when 
there are so many people who are looking 
for what the car can do for their image and 
who, with their trendy remarks, seem to be 
acting as apologists for the tragic happen- 
ings of the past two years. 

Your article on Vickers (co-authored by 


Roger Thiedeman) in the last issue is very 
accurate when one realizes that Vickers 
were responsible for the closure of Mulliner 
Park Ward and Conduit Street and, worst 
of all (just prior to the sale), the introduction 
of the ‘just in time’ policy, the closure of the 
machine shop at Crewe, and the use of 
out-sourced engines. It is interesting to note 
that VW have introduced a ‘new’ machine 
shop which has been set up mainly to cap- 
italize on high profit margin spare parts. 
Every machine is new and it is staffed by a 
new workforce. 

The purpose of this letter is to let you 
know that | agree completely with what you 
have been writing. Please keep it up. 


Robert Harrison, 
New South Wales 


Editorial comment: BMW, of course, was 
a losing bidder for Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
Ltd when that company was offered for sale 
by Vickers. It stretches credibility to the limit 
to ask us to believe that a car entirely 
designed and developed by BMW outside 
of the Rolls-Royce motor car company, and 
without the benefit of ownership of that 
company, could ever seriously be regarded 
as a genuine Rolls-Royce motor car. Yet 
that is what we are apparently expected to 
accept, and some within our movement 
seem to be falling for it! —M.1.B. 


Mystery Silver Ghost 


Regarding lan Irwin's letter on the Silver 
Ghost shown on p.3417, | agree with him 
that 85AG is unlikely as the differences he 
cites are significant. Judging by the size of 
the brake drums | still opt for a post-1919 
Ghost. Back to the drawing board! 


Tom Clarke, 
Manchester, U.K. 


Springfield Silver Ghost, not Phantom | 


The car in the photograph on p.3425 
(P.5-99) was misidentified as Ed Lake’s 
1930 Springfield Phantom |, S154PR. it is 
our '26 Springfield Silver Ghost RRCCW 
Salamanca Special, S263PL. 

We enjoy receiving PRAECLARUM and 
reading articles by and about our friends 
‘down under’. We hope we'll be able to visit 
again soon. 

Mary White, 
North Carolina, U.S.A. 
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Cars For Sale 


1929 Twenty (GEN66) Elite Body Works (Mel- 
bourne) saloon. Light blue with black roof and 
mudguards and brown Connolly hide 
upholstery. Late model with high radiator and 
vertical shutters (like 20/25), 4-wheel brakes 
and 4-speed gearbox. Very original with all 
fittings and attractive original coachwork. 
Detailed history from original owner's family. 
Complete body restoration including struc- 
tural timber, attractive Australian interior 
woodwork. All necessary mechanical refur- 
bishing carried out. Generally fine condition. 
$60,000. Gavin Sandford-Morgan 
08-8362-8956 (w) 08-8269-1285 (h) 


1936 Bentley 4% Litre (B131GP) Barker 
sports saloon. Built for the Ear! of Kintmore, 
as illustrated in Bentley: the Silent Sports Car 
1931-1941 by Michael Ellman-Brown, p.236. 
Excellent condition and well maintained. 
Recent work includes rebuilt steering box, 
new stainless steel exhaust, calorstat and 
reconditioned cylinder head. All material pur- 
chased from Fiennes U.K. Rolls-Royce & 
Bentley specialist, and work carried out by 
well known and respected Vintage & Classic 
specialists in Melbourne. Full (Vic.) reg. RB- 
425. Believed to be the only Barker-bodied 
Derby Bentley in Australia. $75,000 0.n.o., will 
consider part exchange for interesting sports 
or touring car. Paul Latham 03-9561-5544 (w) 
03-9751-1836 (h) or mobile 0419-53-3317 


1951 Bentley Mk Vi (Bi69JN) Park Ward 
two-door saloon. Two-tone blue. 4% litre, 
manual gearbox. Aluminium body and 
mechanicals sound but original rear seat 
leather needs replacement. Original tools 
and handbook. Four owners since new, 
current owner 28 years. Genuine 137,000 
miles. $26,000 o.n.o. John Lang 
02-9484-7763 


1953 Bentley R-type (B453SP) grey-silver, 
excellent condition, 90,000 miles, all books 
and tools, Sunshine roof. $30,000. Keith 
Genders 08-8323-7791 (‘phone & FAX) 
08-8364-2674 (h) 


Cars For Sale 


1949 Silver Wraith (WFC67) Hooper ‘Teviot' 
touring limousine. Midnight Blue with grey 
hide upholstery. Featured on the front cover, 
PRAECLARUM 2-96. A truly magnificent ex- 
ample of the desirable and road manageable 
short chassis model with manual gearbox. 
Fitted with electric division, sunshine roof, 
cocktail cabinet, picnic tables and other 
luxury features. R.100 headlamps. Mechani- 
cally superb, runs sweetly and quietly and 
pulls strongly. Only about 2,500 careful miles 
since complete restoration to the highest 
standard by Rolls-Royce specialists. Mint 
handbook. Winner of Class 6 and Best Post- 
War Coachbuilt Car trophies at the 1999 
Federal Rally in Canberra. Full (N.S.W.) 
registration. Nothing to spend. $75,000 firm. 
Michael Zwar 02-6026-2336 


1957 Bentley Continental S1 (BC75BG) H.J. 
Mulliner ‘fastback’ two-door saloon. Dark 
green with tan interior. New paint and trim. 
Extraordinarily rare manual gearbox. Mech- 
anically very sound. No rust corrosion or 
bruises. Original handbook, full history, many 
features. Amostmagnificent, rare and beauti- 
ful motor car. For colour photographs please 
refer to PRAECLARUM 3-99, p.3366. 
$210,000 o.n.o. Kerry Ely 03-9720-0320 


1968 Silver Shadow (CRH5106) H.J. Mul- 
liner, Park Ward two-door saloon. Larch 
Green with Magnolia leather upholstery. 6.23 
litre engine and late type 3-speed gearbox. 
Concours winner in very nice general condi- 
tion. Present owner 10 years. Uprated 
suspension gives enhanced handling and 
stability with no increase in ride harshness. 
Extensive and regular service history. 
$75,000. Gavin Sandford-Morgan 
08-8362-8956 (w) 08-8269-1285 (h) 


1971 Silver Shadow (DRH8625) H.J. Mul- 
liner, Park Ward drophead coupé. Silver grey 
with bright red leather interior. With my family 
and business commitments growing, this 
magnificent car needs a new home. 
Australian delivery. Runs and looks as it 
should. An excellent opportunity. $83,000. 
Keith Wilson 07-5577-8998 or 0411-034010 


A good, clear photograph will draw 
attention to your ad. and help to sell 
your car. Photographs should show 


the lines of the coachwork and should 
not cut off any part of the car. 


Cars For Sale 


1973 Silver Shadow (SRH16225) Sage 
Green with green interior. Excellent condition, 
one of the best with full mechanical and 
hydraulic restoration. All original tools, hand- 
book. $31,500. lan Dunn 02-6207-5455 (w) 
02-627 8-3763 (h) or 041 1-28-6715 


1974 Silver Shadow (SRH17268) metallic 
Walnut with olive green upholstery, conserva- 
tively elegant and original. Mint condition, 
42,000 miles only, current owner 15 years. 
$45,000 o.n.o. Philip Tyler 02-4226-3030 (w) 
02-4268-0603 (h) 


1981 Corniche Convertible (DRH50523) 
Carnival Red with cream hood and black 
upholstery piped cream. Excellent condition, 
completely maintained, original 55,000 miles. 
Turns heads, creates smiles and breeds new 
friends wherever it roams! $195,000 o.n.o. 
Philip Tyler 02-4226-3030 (w) 02-4268-0603 (h) 


Parts For Sale 


Silver Shadow 6.75 litre engine (ex-1972 
Corniche), completely rebuilt long engine 
including liner seals, with three-speed gear- 
box. $8,000. Alan White 02-9799-6929 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley parts: mainly Silver 
Shadow, body and mechanical. Some parts 
for other models also available. See full- 
page advertisement in this edition of 
PRAECLARUM for full listing. J.G. Dare Pty 
Ltd. 03-9589-1516 or FAX 03-9589-5982 


P.100 headlamps, excellent lenses, no 
dents/marks in metalwork, $750; kneeling 
mascot (genuine), good condition, $400; 
Lucas ‘pork pie’ style tail lamps, $75. Bob 
Roberts 02-4933-5219 or 0412-91-5743 


Brand new Silver Shadow grille shell with 
vanes and cap, £1,750; brand new Silver 
Shadow I|/Corniche grille shell with vanes and 
cap, £1,850. Stuart Dennison, Oldham, U.K. 
0011-44-161-652-4544 (‘phone & FAX) 


Silver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Market Place 


Parts For Sale 


Smiths 3inch R-R inscribed dashboard clock, 
front control time and winding, original 1920s 
vintage. $400. Dick Donnelley 02-9997-2477 
or FAX 02-9997-7892 


20 h.p. 19" wheel rim, good condition. $150. 
Peter Shugg 08-9339-8756 (after 4.00 p.m. 
W.A. time) or FAX 08-9319-2615 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: pliers for early post-war (Mk VI etc.) 
small tool tray. Have other tools, Mk VI 4% litre 
handbook and other items surplus to my re- 
quirements to swap, or will pay cash. Martin 
Bennett 02-4829-7140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Wanted: spanners, distributor spanner and 
sump plug tool to complete S1 tool kit. Have 
early post-war tools, Mk VI 414 litre handbook 
and other items surplus to my requirements 
to swap, or will pay cash. Martin Bennett 
02-4829-7 140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Number Plates 


RR-1925. New South Wales black & white 
number plates. $5,000. Dick Donnelley 
02-9997-2477 or FAX 02-9997-7892 


Services 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, 
height control valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, unlimited milage. 
For example: Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
Series/Corniche/Camargue accumulator 
reconditioning, $295. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics 
(Australia) P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
"Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 
Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further use of this space. Ads for cars 
for sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 


availability of space and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 
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Services 


Metal polishing for all models carried out to 
the highest standard. Stainless steel, nickel, 
chromium all catered for in our workshop. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at our 
quiet, discrete residence on 11% acres at 
picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 p.p. three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghalls. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-9755-2197 


LMARR has it! 


Outer hub ring Disc = 


—~_Inner hub plate 


extension 


Curved 
air valve 


——"nir lock assembly 


ANd 
Spanner-/ 
All you need to fitnew ¢ Rolls-Royce 
wheel discs to your 2 eed 
Pre-WWI Classic. . Higoano:Suiza 
Write, phone or fax * Lagonda 
for full infomation. 


© Bugatti 
© Dela 
LMARR DISK,LTD Be 
PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 
o1 


STOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 


PTY. LIMITED 


Servicing the World's Finest Motor Cars 


using experience of 34 years speciality 
in Rolls-Royce and Bentley: 
Pre and post war Mechanical Restorations. 


Parts for Sale at good prices 


For most Silver Shadows and Spirits: 
Filters (oil, fuel and air), Power Steering 
Rack Boots & Power Steering Seal Kits. 


Check Straps & early Hubcaps- only SSh. 
Mufflers for S Type, Cloud and Shadows. 
Mudguard for VI (front driver side). 


13 Stirling St. Thebarton, Sth Australia 5031 
Tel: (08) 82345600 Fax: (08) 82345607 


Email: tjmotors@senet.com.au LIZy 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good quality colour or 
black & white prints are acceptable. Please 
do not send negatives or photocopies. For 
return of photo, please include s.a.e. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. 
Non-members are charged $15.00 for a 
non-commercial ad of reasonable length. 
Trade ads accepted at commercial rates. 
Photographs included free of charge to 
members, $15.00 for others. Where 
applicable, cheques made payable to 
R.R.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to: 


Martin Bennett, ‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra via Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ‘Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 
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J.G. DARE 
PARTS FOR ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY 


The following R-R/Bentley parts are now here in stock. Most parts are 
used, however some are new and genuine R-R supply unless otherwise 
stated. 


Engines together with their original transmissions are available from 
the following cars which have been updated with new contemporary 
drivelines and/or stretched to extra LWB corporate/hire limousines. 
Most engines are complete and can be supplied from fan to flywheel 
including all ancilliaries such as generator/alternator, starter motors, 
carburetters, distributors and air conditioning compressors. Some 
engines ran quiet and with no smoke etc. prior to careful removal. 
Others have suffered internal damage and these may be parted out so 
that serviceable parts will be available individually as support/replace- 
ment spares for your existing engine. 


Currently available ex '54 R-type; '59 S1; S2 — several '60-'61; 64 SCIII; 
‘66 Bentley T; '69 and '73 SS; ‘78 and ‘79 SSII and ‘82 Spirit (fuel 
injection). Engines can be run on a test stand with formal report and 
video available to purchaser. Power steering pumps are available from 
most of these units as are the fuel pumps which are handy to carry in 
your car as a spare. 


Spare exhaust manifolds and spare set cylinder heads available for SS. 


SS differentials, final drive cross members, pair 2 drive shafts for 
SSpirit. Shock absorber casings front and rear for SS suitable for 
re-insert, rebuilding, etc. Various underbody SS hydraulic control 
valves including accumulators. SS front suspension pins, new 
(genuine) or repro. 


Sets of SS road wheels, powder coated or as is. Vented SS wheel covers 
restored to show quality or as is — with or without trim rings. One 
non-vented SS cover and one vented Bentley T also available. Set 
hub-caps for Bentley Corniche including some (genuine) trim rings. Set 
(new) black plastic R-R centres for Comniche/Wraith II hub-caps. Some 
assorted covers for S Series in fair condition. SS rear wheel hubs, brake 
discs and calipers. 


Heater matrix for S1. Radiator for S1. Some air conditioning parts from 
S Series cars. SS wings /fenders — all comers. 


Attention SC/S Series owners who do not have air conditioning or who 
would like to upgrade to the latest integrated design which provides 
that factory look. Orders received by the end of winter will be discounted 
if sufficient interest is shown. Enquire now in readiness for next 
summer and savel 


Front fenders new or used for SSIJ. Chrome bumpers (front and rear) 
for SS including the overriders. New badge bar for front. Some bumper 
sections available separately. Corniche II boot badge. Comiche boot 
handle with key. Corniche rear bumper base with R-R badge. 


SS air vents as fitted below headlamps on early SS. SS Headlamp 
surrounds repolished including R-R (or ‘B) badges to suit. R-R grille 
and boot badges including the base for the latter if required. Small R-R 
badges for rear /% panel on LWB SS. New and used original fog/driving 
jamps for SS, bright or black bodies. Spare lenses to suit including the 
black plastic clip over protectors. Front turn signal lamps — new or 
used. New or used parts to suit these. Rear tail lamps for SS {incl. 
Corniche) new or used — 2 or 3 colour versions. Lenses and parts to 
suit. Side marker/running lamps for pre- and post-’72 SS. SS side sill 
mouldings — new or used include to suit LWB cars. SS1 grille new. SS1 
grille restored. SS1 grille shell without vanes. SS exterior door handles, 
boot handles, centre bonnet strip, door sill step/threshold plates 
polished or as is including the special chrome screws for these if you 
need any. Door pillar mount switches for interior light activation. New 
springs for these if required. Wiper arms — new or used. SS electrical 
seat motors (include console switches) and electric window motors. 
Sets/pieces of SS side body waistline trim mouldings including those 
for LWB rear doors. SS battery boxes, new or fibreglass repro. ‘Dagenite’ 
transfers to suit the outer covers of these. 


Electric window motors from S Series. SS electric seat mechanisms. SS 
doors including those for LWB. S Series doors also available. Doors are 
complete but I will strip to shells if required. SS side window glasses 
including rear window. Assorted side glass for Sc/S Series cars. 


SS dash instruments e.g. gauges and switches etc. Interior courtesy 
lights for SS. Fan blower motors for SS. Many assorted SS interior door 
fittings e.g. switch surrounds/escutcheons including the ‘blank-off 
plates for door handle and window switches. Radio aerial bezel — wing 
mount. SS radiator header tank. SS water heater tap valves — new or 
used. SS bonnet and boot. Some interior wood pieces for S Series and 
Ss. 


Some N.O.S. relays if you want originality or just a spare. 


SS brake box ‘rat-trap’ assembly and parts thereof. S3 grille with ‘B’ 
badge and winged ‘B’ motif. Some exterior trim for S Series cars. Glass 
brake fluid reservoirs for S Series. S1 and S2 fenders/wings, bonnet 
and boot lid. S Series stop light switch new. Front marker lamps new 
for S1 and S2. Sets engine bearings (main and rod) genuine to suit 
4% and 4% Litre; set genuine bearings for SS. Factory steel sliding 
sunroof clip from S Series. Tool kits for S1, SS, SSII and Spirit. Some 
tools available separately. 


Pair chrome finisher/mould headlamp pieces for Spirit including new 
lenses and reflectors. Rear corner tail lamps for Spirit — new. 


S Series tum signal switch plus one to suit SSII. S3/SCIII and SS 
headlamp housing bezel trim seal. SS steering box with or without its 
attendant damper box. Spirit door hinge. Steering coupling rubber 
‘doughnut’ (new) for SS. Rubber seal for SS which goes across top of 
firewall/bulkhead at trailing edge of bonnet. 


Yellow filament bulbs (genuine) to suit S Series — fog/turn signal 
lamps. Some yellow lenses (plain or diffused) for S Series fog-lamps. 
These are rare. Mk VI/R-type/SD tail-lamp housings, single or dual 
(late). Tail-lamps for these. Pair circular reverse lamps, MPW SS/T 
coachbuilt 2-door. 


Beautiful original Motorola radio from unmolested ‘69 SS (still has 
original factory notated chassis number taped upon it) together with 
the wood finisher piece. This would be nice for your early car if it has 
been altered in this area due to installation of aftermarket radio/cas- 
sette etc. Original radio for Silver Cloud/S. 


Early Silver Shadow ('66 & '67) Handbooks. One is very good, one is 
mint condition. Some Silver Shadow suspension parts (front and rear). 
Pair Silver Shadow footreasts, grey or green. 


Electric actuators for 3- and 4-speed transmission. Steering rack, ’82 
Silver Spirit. A.C.U. box (new) for SSII. Steering wheel with horn button 
for SSII. 


Expert restoration service available to make your trim mouldings or 
wheel-covers etc. look like new again. Enquire. 


Some R-R test equipment and tools available soon — enquire. 


Assortment of Rolls-Royce and Bentley sales literature in excellent 
condition. 


The above represents part of my current core stockholding. Please 
enquire for any specific needs at which time I may be able to assist you. 
If I can source at a price acceptable to you any single item which you 
may need, transit and handling costs can be contained by consolidating 
your order with any others to hand provided your need js not urgent. 
Conversely if you have an urgent situation I can arrange importation 
on a singular item/order basis where the parts are dimensionally small 
and lightweight. In such circumstances air express courier fees would 
be charged to you at cost. I have satisfied several owners via such 
arrangements which are tailored to suit individual requirements. 


J.G. Dare. Tel: (03) 9589 1516 Fax: (03) 9589 5982 
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VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 


Revealed! : VEHICLE INSURANCE 


Tony Ha ber When it comes to Insurance, 


INC. we'll take as much care of 
2028 Cotner Avenue Ils R B | 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA your Rolls Royce or Bentley 


Tel. 310-473-7773 as you do! 
Fax. 310-479-1197 siete 


World’s most complete stock of ¢ Competitive Premiums 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce ¢ Retention of Wreck 
and Bentley spares. ¢ Repairer of Your Choice 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 
-ately available, and at reasonable prices, Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Knowledgeable assistance and 


personal service always Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 
* Restoration candidates and drivable RHD NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 384 George Street Sydney 2000 
¢ UPS, Air and Mail Shipments Dally. 
* Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


If you love your classic vehicle 
we've got the insurance. 


2 sd @ Agreed value means agreed value. If 
oN sited ‘ #? the car is a total loss you will receive 
the full sum insured. 


@ You have the option to choose your 
own repairer. 


@ Lifetime guarantee on repairs. 

@ In the event of total loss of the vehicle 
you have an opportunity to purchase, 
depending on the policy. 

@ No blame excess. 

@ Laid up cover for vehicles being 
restored or repaired. 


@ Free windscreen one per year without 


Shannons Classic Insurance has been insuring excess. 
vintage & veteran vehicle enthusiasts since 


1970 and has developed a great insurance Ring Shannons for a 
package at a very competitive price. free quote today ! 


Insurer: Royal and Sun Alliance Insurance Australia limited ACN 005 297 807 

Victoria (03) 9584 7266 New South Wales (02) 9460 6344 Northern Territory (08) 8981 3000 
Queensland (07) 3892 2776 South Australia (08) 8294 9000 Western Australia (08) 9479 3555 
Tasmania (03) 6223 8333 Country callers Toll Free: 1800 653 996 All States 


SHAN 5A 


1-00 3507 


Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now dismantling for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 
Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 
Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 

Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 


Neil McLean Automotives : 


Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, ‘Phone: (08) 9250 1400 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 FAX: (08) 9250 1404 


We can protect your investment 
in Rolls-Royce and Bentley 


Sydney’s best known and most 
experienced Rolls-Royce team are 
committed to provide you with 
personal service and_ professional 
care to protect your investment in 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley - from the 
earliest cars through to current models. 


Call Warrick Booth or Paul Lukes to 
discuss routine maintenance, major 
overhaul - or advice on any aspect of 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs APPLEBY AND BOOTH 
AT PARADISE GARAGE 
25 DUNNING AVENUE, ROSEBERY, 
SYDNEY, NSW, 2018 
PH: 02 9313 7866 FAX: 02 9663 2105 
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www.paradisegarage.com.au 


An Investment Is Only As Good 
As The Care You Put Into It. 


A McMillan repair or restoration returns your car to factory specification. 
There is no faulty work that will quickly fail, no short-cut techniques 
and no doubtful parts. 


* 24 hour recovery and towing of your  * Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
Rolls-Royce or Bentley. replacement parts and components. 


* Secure storage for your Rolls-Royce or 
Bentley 


* Complete Insurance Claim advice and 
follow-up assistance. 


* Rolls-Royce and Bentley approved * Full factory technical support. 
accident repairs. 


* Lifetime Guarantee or Warranty 


Assisting Club Members 
Australia-wide For Many Years 


McMILLAN PRESTIGE 
CAR REPAIRS PTy LTD 


25-27 Regatta Road, Five Dock, NSW 2046 
Phone (02) 97445111 Fax (02) 97445517 
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